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PROUDLY VETERAN OWNED
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POOL CLEANING:
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PRESSURE WASHING: 
Housewashing

Driveway/patio cleaning
Roof cleaning • Paver sealing

Rust removal and more!

Licensed & Insured

Weekly maintenance
Filter cleaning • Vacuuming

Chemical Balancing
Skimming • Brushing

THANK YOU 
KIMBERLY!
Owner of Bloomtown Florist and 
Carlson Wildwood Florist, thank you 
for giving our residents a fun and 
exciting mix and mingle with your 
do-it-yourself floral bar!

Located at 218 West Bay Dr, Largo

Also, the owner of Carlson Wildwood 
Florist at 1488 Clearwater Largo Rd 
in Largo
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calculated in ledgers by hand by the 
accounting clerks.

Another person that contributed to 
the historic building is none other than 
Judge John U. Bird. Judge Bird born in 
Monticello, Florida in 1887 never went 
to college but was taught law in a law 

office in Monticello. He passed the state 
bar in 1910. Moving to Clearwater in 1912 
and started his practice. He even ran for 
mayor of Clearwater during his early 
years in Clearwater.

When Judge Bird retired in 1963 Ralph 
Reed said, that with Judge Bird’s retirement 
will bring an end to the “pioneer era” in 
the county courthouse. Judge Bird retired 
after 37 years on the bench of the 6th 

Circuit Court, prior to that he was 
prosecutor for Pinellas County and 
then judge. He was credited for 
being the force behind Florida’s 
probation and parole system and 
the start of the Florida Parole 
Commission in 1941.

In 1964 as his portrait was 
hung on the wall celebrating 
his life’s work for the county, in 
the courtroom that was simply 
called “Judge Bird’s” Courtroom. 
Judge Bird reminisced that he 
wrote Clearwater’s first traffic 

ordinance and the following day was 
arrested for breaking it by turning the 
corner of Fort Harrison and Cleveland 
on two wheels. Only a few months 
later the Judge passed away. The idea 
of preserving the courthouse is not 
to protect just the buildings but to be 
reminded of the people that made a 
difference in our community within the 
walls of the courthouse.

HARBOR BLUFFS HISTORY

Preserve & Protect BY JEANNE HOLMQUIST, SECRETARY, 
CLEARWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Did you know that in the 
last 114 years Clearwater 
has had four different 
courthouses and the 
Historic downtown 

building was not the first?
That first courthouse built in 1911 

in secret with armed guards on watch 
for people of St. Pete trying to spoil 
Clearwater’s vie to be the county seat. The 
wooden building was built on the site 
of the current Peace Memorial Church, 
by volunteer men from Clearwater and 
surrounding areas. The building was 
only guaranteed for two years by the 
contractor overseeing construction. The 
county used that wooden building that 
was barely a façade when the group 
photo in front of the building was taken.

What makes the Historic Courthouse 
historic is not that it is the oldest or the 
first. What makes it historic is that it is 
one of the oldest standing buildings in 

Clearwater open to the public.  But what 
truly makes it historic are the things that 
happened within the walls and the people 
who made them happen.

In 1916 Pinellas County was ready to 
build a more permanent courthouse that 
opened in 1917. Between the years of 
1917 and 1960 the historic building was 
“The Pinellas County Courthouse”.

It was in 1950 that the first women 
were allowed to be jurors here in Pinellas 
County. In case you’re wondering the 
Florida Legislature didn’t allow it until 
1949. The women who wanted to 
serve on a jury had to register with the 
county courthouse and had to have their 
husband’s permission. Later that same 
year women served on the first grand jury 
and served on a murder trial as well.  It 
was believed that the women were too 
sentimental to make an unbiased decision.

In the 1960s the Historic Courthouse 
started to be referred to as the old 

courthouse when the new building was 
built next door facing Haven Street which 
is now Court Street.

In the Historic building’s basement 
was the first Pinellas County History 
Museum run by Ralph Reed. Mr. Reed 
started out with the St. Pete Times in 1914 
writing personal ads and he also wrote 
the first fishing column. After serving in 
World WarII he covered the Clearwater 
city hall and the courthouse. When 
Reed retired from the Times he started a 
second career as the Pinellas Historian 
or officially the archives clerk for the 
County Historical Commission. By 1969 
he was the director of the Pinellas County 
Historical Commission.

While still writing for the newspaper, 
Ralph Reed wrote in 1957 about the 
“Electric Brain” created by National Cash 
Register. It didn’t say if it was a cash 
register or a calculator they acquired. 
But in the early years numbers were 

• Additions and Remodels
• design/build
• Renovation and Repair
• General Maintenance

A PREMIER, FULL SERVICE
CONTRACTING FIRM IN THE
TAMPA BAY AREA SINCE 1986

Joseph M. Logar, Sr.,
President and Harbor Bluffs Resident

Just a few of our services

Certi�ed Building Contractor (CBC-1252171)
727-447-7112

Angie's List Super-Service Provider Award Winner 2019

Specializing in Kitchen,
Bathrooms and Additions

no job too big or too small!
Living, working, and helping turn my neighbor's

houses into their custom dream homes. Angie's
list super

service award
winner for16

consecutive years
top 5% nationally

The idea of 
preserving the 
courthouse is not 
to protect just the 
buildings but to be 
reminded of the 
people that made 
a difference in our 
community within 
the walls of the 
courthouse.”
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• Family-owned and locally trusted
• 24/7 emergency plumbing service
• Fast response with fully stocked trucks
• No trip fees, free estimates, honest, 
   upfront pricing 
• Expert repairs, water heaters, 
   drains, and water treatment
• Residential and commercial services

Reliable. Professional.
Done right the first time.

Call today for fast service!

Plumbing
Problems?
Call the Pros Locals Trust.

Gulfview Plumbing
& Water Treatment

Proudly Plumbing Pinellas

727-351-4700
GulfviewPlumbing.com

At 75 I’m the fittest I’ve ever been.
Let me show you how!

dauri@daurikowitz.com 

Anti-aging
Clinically Proven

Liquid Bioactive Collagen

 Get aFREE WATERTESTwith your estimate!

We do Green to Cleans!! Call Us Now!!

727-482-4435

Weekly 
Pool Reports 
With Pictures

WEEKLY POOL CLEANING 
& MAINTENANCE

SCAN ME 
NOW!!

Special Financing

Michael Schulz

Factory Trained

727-596-1374

germanimportscorp.com

Appointments Monday

thru Saturday

Quality Automotive Parts and Service

14286 Walsingham Road Largo, FL 3377414286 Walsingham Road Largo, FL 33774

79 Overbrook Blvd.
Largo FL. 33770
(one block east of Indian Rocks
and West Bay) 

(727) 584-2128
mcmanusestateplanning.com

Family-Owned 
Estate Planning 

Attorneys

Navigating Complex 
Estate Matters.
With Clarity and 

Confidence.

Navigating Complex 
Estate Matters.
With Clarity and 

Confidence.
For over 60 years, we’ve helped 

families like yours secure their legacies.

WILLS & TRUSTS • ESTATE PLANNING • PERSONALIZED SERVICE

Start with a Free Consultation

You Are The Trend.

Botanical Hair Therapy – Plant-powered 
nourishment with a luxe scalp massage.
Aromatherapy Rituals – Personalized 
Aveda aromas to balance, energize, or 
calm.
Signature Cut & Style – Precision 
shaping finished with natural shine.
Scalp & Stress Relief – Warm towels, 
soothing touch, spa-level relaxation.
Aveda Customized Color – 
Plant-powered, personalized color with 
rich, lasting shine.
Customized Luxury Skincare – Acne 
and anti-aging treatments for balanced, 
glowing skin.

Visit: 812 S. Fort Harrison Ave., Clearwater, FL 33756

Call: (727) 466-9598 to book your appointment

SCAN HERE!
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The Future 
Looks Bright in 
Harbor Bluffs

Go off and do great things in the world — whether that’s at 
college, in your career, or wherever life takes you next. We 
are so proud of each and every one of you and will always 
be cheering you on from your home neighborhood, Harbor 
Bluffs. Congratulations, graduates!

PHOTO CREDIT: BETH KELLY PHOTOGRAPHY
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12/31/26

Are Capital Gains Tax 
keeping you from selling 
your Investment Real
Estate or Business?

I MAY BE ABLE
TO HELP!

Michelle Osborne
mosborne@emersonequity.com
(727) 459-4875
www.emersonequity.com
11418 Oval Dr East | Largo, FL 33774

Michelle Osborne is a registered 
representative of Emerson Equity LLC, 
member FINRA, SIPC and MSRB

1031 Risk Disclosure:  • There is no guarantee that any strategy will be successful or achieve 
investment objectives; • Potential for property value loss – All real estate investments have the 
potential to lose value during the life of the investments; • Change of tax status – The income 
stream and depreciation schedule for any investment property may a�ect the property owner’s 
income bracket and/or tax status. An unfavorable tax ruling may cancel deferral of capital gains 
and result in immediate tax liabilities; • Potential for foreclosure – All financed real estate 
investments have potential for foreclosure; • Illiquidity – Because 1031 exchanges are commonly 
o�ered through private placement o�erings and are illiquid securities. There is no secondary 
market for these investments. • Reduction or Elimination of Monthly Cash Flow Distributions
– Like any investment in real estate, if a property unexpectedly loses tenants or sustains 
substantial damage, there is potential for suspension of cash flow distributions; • Impact of 
fees/expenses – Costs associated with the transaction may impact investors’ returns and may 
outweigh the tax benefits

For more information, please visit FINRA’s BrokerCheck website. You can also download a copy 
of Emerson Equity’s Customer Relationship Summary to learn more about their role and services. 

General Disclosure : Not an o�er to buy, nor a solicitation to sell securities. All investing involves 
risk of loss of some or all principal invested. Past performance is not indicative of future results. 
Speak to your finance and/or tax professional prior to investing. Any information provided is for 
informational purposes only.

Securities through Emerson Equity LLC Member: FINRA/SIPC. Only available in states where 
Emerson Equity LLC is registered. Emerson Equity LLC is not a£liated with any other entities 
identified in this communication. 



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

A Publication for the Residents of 
Harbor Bluffs 


