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November is a meaningful month for Stroll as we celebrate 
our 11th anniversary in print, and it also happens to be my 
birthday month. I’m especially grateful for another year of 
sharing the stories, people, places, and traditions that make 
Portland Heights such a special community.

This issue is filled with opportunities to gather and 
connect. We’re hosting a wine tasting on November 4th, and 
I’d love for you to join us! Email me for details and to RSVP! 
Come enjoy an evening of good wine, conversation, and 
community. Our photo recaps also capture some wonderful 
neighborhood moments, including the Garden Party and 
Neighborhood Preparedness Fair. Looking ahead, be sure to 
check out upcoming events including the Ainsworth Red Ball 
(Nov 13th), The Pixie Party (Nov 21st) and the Portland Garden 
Club’s holiday fundraiser and sale, Joy (Dec 5th).

We’re also pleased to feature Revolution Beauty,  
located within Evolution Hair Design, along with resident 
wine and travel expert Anne McGee. Anne shares two 
European wine tour options to consider for November 2027, 
offering plenty of inspiration for anyone already dreaming 
about a future adventure.

As Thanksgiving approaches, I’m reminded that gratitude 
is often found in the people who surround us, the traditions 
we share, and the simple moments that bring us together. 
Family, friendship, neighbors, and community are at the heart 
of what makes this neighborhood feel like home.

For 11 years, you have helped make Stroll what it is today. 
Please keep sharing your stories, milestones, celebrations, 
recommendations, and the people you think we should know. 
Your stories are what make these pages come alive, and I’m so 
grateful to be telling them with you.

With gratitude,

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

A Season of 
Gratitude
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This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine possible. Please 

support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

ARBORIST / TREE SERVICE
Tree Masters, Inc.

(503) 771-4061
treemastertreeservice.com

ARTS / SYMPHONY
Oregon Symphony

(503) 228-1353
orsymphony.org

AUTO SERVICE / 
MAINTENANCE

Everett Street Auto Works
(503) 221-2411

esautoworks.com

BARK BLOWING
Red Bark, Inc

(503) 722-5910
redbarkinc.com

BUILDING MATERIALS
Mr. Plywood

(503) 254-7387
mrplywoodinc.com

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Cathedral School
(503) 275-9370
cathedral-or.org

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Portland Backsmith 

Chiropractic
(503) 716-6164

portlandbacksmith.com

CHIROPRACTIC 
HEALTHCARE

Marcum Chiropractic Clinic
(503) 235-7130

marcumchiropractic.com

CHIROPRACTOR 
PEDIATRIC/FAMILY

Eden Family Wellness
(503) 206-4082

edenfamilywellness.com

CONSTRUCTION/
REMODELING

InterWorks LLC
(503) 233-3500
interworksllc.com

CUSTOM WOOD FURNITURE
Beneath The Bark

(503) 875-1656
beneaththebarkfurniture.com

DENTIST - COSMETIC
Forest Park Dental Studio

(503) 292-8996
forestparkdentalstudio.com

DESIGN/BUILD
Evara Design Co.
(971) 495-0172

evaradesigncompany.com

FINE JEWELRY
Beaumont Jewelry Collective

(503) 997-6224
beaumontjewelry

collective.com

GOURMET MARKET
Zupan’s Markets
(503) 497-1088

zupans.com

HAIR SALON
Evolution Hair Design

(503) 222-5928

HEATING/COOLING
Bull Mountain 

Heating & Cooling
(503) 612-6677

bullmountainheating.com 

INTERIOR DESIGN
Jessica Lane Interiors

jessicalaneinteriors.com 

Kith & Kin Interior Design
(503) 893-2409

kithandkininteriordesign.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Bothwell Landscape Studio

(503) 477-5537
www.blstudio.la/

LUXURY SENIOR LIVING
The Watermark at the Pearl

watermarkthepearl.com

MED SPA / AESTHETICS
Skin By Lovely

(877) 568-3594
skinbylovely.com

MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL
Liberated School House

(971) 444-6434
www.liberated

schoolhouse.com/

NEW CONSTRUCTION, 
RENOVATIONS, ADDITIONS

Portland General 
Construction

(503) 908-6688
pdxgc.com

OUTDOOR DESIGN & BUILD/
MASONRY/HARDSCAPE

Vulcan Design & 
Construction, Inc
(360) 604-4777

vulcandc.com

PAINTING
Portland Home Painting

(503) 457-3729
portlandhomepainting.com

PAINTING/ GENERAL 
CONTRACTING

Build & Paint Portland
(503) 839-8389

buildandpaintportland.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Evelynne Gomes 

Greenberg Photography
(503) 676-0755
egomesgreenberg
photography.com/

PLASTIC SURGERY 
AND MED SPA

Apres Plastic Surgery
(503) 212-9411

apresplasticsurgery.com

PLUMBING  
CONTRACTOR

Anchor Plumbing, LLC
(503) 383-9034

anchorplumbingco.com

PRIVATE CATHOLIC 
HIGH SCHOOL

St. Mary’s Academy
(503) 228-8306

www.stmaryspdx.org/

PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZING

Bee Organized
(503) 406-8784

beeorganized.com/portland

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Avem Property Management

(503) 820-0084
avempm.com

REAL ESTATE
Christie’s Real Estate

(503) 789-1699
christiesrealestateevg.com

Marcia Walsh - (w)
here Real Estate
(503) 781-5714

portland.where-inc.
com/our-brokers/

agent-46-Marcia-Walsh

Michele Bowler-Failing
(503) 321-2000
bowlerfailing.com

Portland City Properties
(503) 928-2434

portlandcityproperties.com

Windermere Realty 
Trust - Macey Laurick

(503) 730-4576
maceylaurick.com 

REAL ESTATE CONSULTANT
MJ Steen

(503) 816-7444

RUGS - FINE & CUSTOM
Christiane Millinger

(971) 444-2440
christianemillinger.com

THEATER
Portland Center Stage

(503) 445-3816
pcs.org

TITLE COMPANY
WFG National Title 

Insurance Company
(503) 219-9088

wfgtitle.com

TRAVEL SPECIALISTS
Cruise Planners: Cruises, 

Tours and Resorts
(503) 481-7411

vinestoursandcruises.com

VETERINARY SPECIALTY 
HOSPITAL

DoveLewis Veterinary 
Hospital

(971) 255-5931
dovelewis.org

503-206-4082
admin@edenfamilywellness.com
edenfamilywellness.com
5531 S Macadam Ave Suite 285 Portland OR 97239

Chiropractic Care 
For the Whole Family

• New patient special: $100 initial 
examination and treatment

• Accepting insurance

• Massage therapy is now offered at Eden 
Family Wellness

Book your 
appointment

today.
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Eleni Gerding | 503-816-1070
eleni.gerding@strollmag.com

The N2 Company Design Team 
 
Residents of Portland Heights! We welcome your 
input. This is your magazine. Send your ideas, stories, 
photos and your comments, concerns or business 
affairs to Eleni at eleni.gerding@strollmag.com

ADVERTISING SALES

CREATIVE TEAM

CONTRIBUTORS  
AT LARGE 

Stroll Portland Heights 
Content Team

Patti Kuechler
Ad Manager

Joyce del Rosario
Resident Writer

Michele Bowler-Failing
Resident Writer

Frank Langfitt
Resident Writer

Evelynne Gomes-Greenberg
Photographer

Elisa Hornecker
Resident Writer

Shanti del Rosario
Resident Writer

Aiden Schmitt
Resident Photographer

Grant Hall
Content Coordinator

Erik Gerding
Editor

Eleni Gerding
Publisher

Holli Schmitt
Resident Writer

strollmag.com
Delivering Neighborhood Connections  
© 2026 The N2 Company, Inc.

p o r t l a n d
h e i g h t sLiving

We’re proud to showcase businesses that share our commitment to 
fostering local connections. When perusing our pages, keep an eye 
out for the “Local Sponsor” icon to identify articles highlighting these 
valuable partners. Please note that businesses profiled may have 
provided free products and / or services for the review.

DISCLAIMER: This publication, also known as Portland Heights Living, is owned by The N2 Company 
(“N2”) and is not affiliated with or sponsored by any club, developer, or homeowners association 
The articles and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of N2. Advertisements appearing in this publication are 
paid placements and are not endorsed or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the 
statements, opinions, or business practices of any authors, contributors, or advertisers featured 
herein. Portions of this publication may include content created with the assistance of artificial 
intelligence (AI) tools by authors or contributors and may not be independently verified by N2. 
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SEEKING CONTENT CONTRIBUTORS
We’re seeking enthusiastic community members (ages 14+) 
to join our team! Opportunities include content coordination, 
writing, photography, event planning, and networking with 
residents and local businesses. Ideal candidates are friendly, 
communicative, and reside in the SW Hills community. Both 
internship and paid positions are available. Be part of a 
dynamic team dedicated to fostering local connections and 
sharing stories that matter. Interested? Send inquiries to eleni.
gerding@strollmag.com. Let’s grow together!

CALLING ALL RESIDENT  
OWNED BUSINESSES
Own a business and want to gain visibility 
amongst your neighbors, scan the QR code 
and get set up for opportunities with ads, 
articles, and complimentary business listings!

SEASONAL & ANNUAL EVENTS
•	 October 21st - SWHRL Member Meeting 

@ St. Thomas More - swhrl.org
•	 October 30th - Encore! An Emerald 

Anniversary - pcs.org/support/gala
•	 November 1st FALL BACK DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
•	 November 4th - Portland Heights Wine Tasting 

Event - RSVP to eleni.gerding@strollmag.com
•	 November 7th - Portland Heights Porch Portraits - 

Sign Up at egomesgreenbergphotography.com
•	 November 11th VETERANS DAY
•	 November 13th - Red Ball 2026 - ainsworth.

schoolauction.net/redball2026
•	 November 19th - Gardens in the Sky by Charles Brucker of 

PLACE Landscape Architecture Studio, focusing on his projects 
that feature rooftop gardens. - theportlandgardenclub.org

•	 November 21st - Pixie Party Gala & Auction - pixieproject.org
•	 November 26th THANKSGIVING

Have an upcoming event we should know about or want  
to share with your community? Send us the details to  
eleni.gerding@strollmag.com

IMPORTANT NEWS & EVENTS

NOVEMBER

Serving children ages 6 months to 5 years old

IS THE WORK
OF THE CHILD

• Authentic Montessori
  education
• Spanish language learning
• Healthy meals included
• A warm, welcoming
  home environment

Founded and led by Montessori-certified
educator Leslie Lozano-Whitmore

Limited enrollment available.
Register Today!

(971) 444-6434 • liberatedschoolhouse.com

L I B E R AT E D
SCHOOL HOUSE

Play
A Montessori Preschool in SW Portland.

Winner of the Best of the Rose City Award!
Discover award-winning care at Marcum Chiropractic. 

We provide personalized treatments to relieve pain, 
improve mobility, and support your long-term wellness.

We proudly offer
Chiropractic Care  •  Massage Therapy  •  Acupuncture

Convenient location and easy to get to
Call today 503-388-9288 or visit us online. 

MarcumChiropractic.com  |  4310 N. Interstate Ave.
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D E S P I T E  H E R  E N E R G E T I C  N A M E ,  Jazzercise is something of a 
laid-back star. This 1-year-old tuxedo has a mellow, easygoing 
personality and the kind of silky-soft fur that practically invites 
a good afternoon nap.

Jazzy hasn’t had much experience with dogs or kids, and she 
appears to enjoy being the sole feline in the spotlight. Her ideal 
day could go either way: a little fun and fitness, or a cozy spot on 
the couch with a movie. Really, she’s versatile like that.

One thing is certain: wherever Jazzercise goes, she brings a 
little extra personality—and plenty of charm.

Jazzy found a new home through the Pixie Project. Check 
out their website for other special furry friends looking for new 
homes at pixieproject.org or join them this November 21st at 
Castaways for their Annual Gala & Auction event - Pixie Party!

Put Some 
Jazz in 

Your Life

PET OF THE MONTH
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There is something especially appealing about a quiet dead-end 
street in Southwest Portland. Life feels a little more removed from 
the pace of the city, while parks, trails, schools, neighborhood shops, 
and downtown remain close at hand. At 1941 SW Montgomery 
Place, that balance is part of what makes this home so inviting.

The residence brings together the character people love 
about an established Portland home with the comfort and polish 
of thoughtful modern updates. Improvements by Green Gables, 
Maison, and Forma Collective have brought a high level of 
craftsmanship to the spaces while preserving the home’s sense of 
warmth and personality.

Inside, natural light moves easily through generous living 
spaces, highlighting the relationship between classic architectural 
details and contemporary finishes. The kitchen feels like a 
natural gathering point, opening to comfortable spaces designed 
for everything from quiet mornings to evenings with friends. 
Throughout the home, the layout offers flexibility without 
sacrificing the feeling of connection.

HOME OF THE MONTH

A REFINED RETREAT IN 
THE SOUTHWEST HILLS

BY ELENI GERDING AND MACEY LAURICK (MACEYLAURICK.COM)

The bedrooms are equally adaptable, providing comfortable 
retreats as well as room for guests, a home office, or whatever 
today’s life requires. It is a home that can evolve with its owners 
rather than asking them to fit into a rigid floor plan.

Outside, the setting becomes another part of the experience. 
A private patio, expansive gardens, generous deck, and level 
yard create a peaceful backdrop for both entertaining and 
everyday life. There is room to garden, gather, or simply step 
outside and enjoy a little breathing room.

Perhaps the greatest appeal is how naturally everything 
comes together. The home feels established but not dated, 
polished without feeling precious, and private without being 
disconnected.

“Quietly tucked away, beautifully updated, 
and still close to everything.”
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disaster readiness skills. Utility shutoff Tools specifically shaped 
to fit the valves for gas lines and water mains were handed out to 
households. Always verify with the gas company that it is safe to 
restart the flow of gas after it has been turned off.

It is good practice to inform your neighbors where your water 
main can be turned off in case you are gone during a pipe break.

Coordinated Consulting Services (CCS) was onsite to 
introduce business continuity planning for organizations and 
educate participants on additional resources to help them 
respond to a disruption or crisis.

CCS helped SWHRL design the Preparedness Checklist 
available for download online. For the downloadable checklist, go 
to SWHRL.org and search “prepare”.

Due to the elevated wildfire risk and low options for egress 
routes, Portland Fire Prevention Bureau continues to support the 
formation of Firewise Communities around Portland Heights. 
Once eight contiguous households complete their Wildland Urban 
Inventory Assessment and commit one hour annually per house 
to wildfire prevention, additional support is available from the 
local government to reduce fuel and remove debris.

Scientists estimate a 10% to 15% chance of a full-margin 
magnitude 9.0 earthquake, and a 37% to 43% chance of a 
magnitude 8.0+ earthquake in the southern segment, striking 
the Pacific Northwest along the Cascadia Subduction Zone 
within the next 50 years. With the financial support of Councilor 
Olivia Clark, SWHRL was able to include an Earthquake 
simulation experience at the summit. In the escape room, 
players are presented with challenges and need to have safe 
responses to common hazards that result from a big shakeup.

SideQuest games designer Tyler Robinson teaches that 
knowing how to turn off utilities is at the top of the list for 

T H I S  PA S T  FA L L ,  SWHRL co-sponsored a “Safety and Resilience 
Summit” designed to help families increase their readiness in the 
event of a disaster, inclement weather or a major community 
disruption that would require evacuation or sheltering in place.

In support of this community-wide event, Portland Bureau 
of Emergency Management (PBEM) deployed Neighborhood 
Emergency Team Volunteers to Vista and Spring that afternoon 
to share basic survival skills with the public and help 
households build go-bags. 

Neighbors were shown how to input addresses into 
portlandmaps.gov and look in the Public Safety tab to find 
their Basic Earthquake Emergency Communication Node 
(BEECN) nearest to their home, school or place of work. SW 
Trails provided maps of local routes and handed out zipper-
pull compasses to participants.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

SWHRL
JOYCE DEL ROSARIO

1
2

3

4 5

1 / Learning about shutting off gas and water utilities
2 / Find your BEECN on Portland Maps

3 / Spontaneous Untrained Volunteer Opportunites
4 / Citywide NET Volunteers

5 / SW Hills NET Leaders Mike Lynch and Christine Farrington
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From 
Basement 

Storage 
to Au Pair 

Suite
A Portland Heights 

transformation

LIVING SPACES

I N  A  P O R T L A N D  H E I G H T S  H O M E ,  an 
unfinished basement once used for storage 
has been transformed into a 365-square-
foot au pair suite, designed with an eye 
toward its future as a guest suite as well.

The homeowners came to interior 
designer Alana Spears with a clear wish list: 
room for a queen bed, a living area with a 
TV, a walk-in closet, an eating area with a 
mini fridge and coffee station, a finished 
back door entry and some space sectioned 
off to keep as storage. The challenge was 
fitting it all into a space that sat directly 
below the garage, where structural poles, 
posts, and beams claimed much of the 
square footage before design even began. 
With only one set of three windows, 
keeping the suite feeling light and bright 
was just as important as solving the layout.

Rather than treat the obstacles as 
limitations, Spears built the layout 
around them.

Low ceilings and awkwardly placed 
structural elements meant every inch had 
to be planned with intention. The result is a 
bed alcove, an eating nook, a walk-in closet, 
and a separate living area, each carved out 
to feel purposeful rather than squeezed 
in. To make up for the limited natural 
light, Spears turned to warm finishes and 
material selections and layered lighting to 
keep the space feeling open and inviting. 

The right material choices, she  
notes, can leave a place feeling warm 
and comfortable even without much 
natural light.

Built-in walnut bedside niches flank 
the bed, a custom curved banquette 
anchors the eating nook and flows 
seamlessly into a run of bookshelves, and 
a coffee station finished in deep, dark 
natural stone brings a quiet luxury to a 
small footprint. A checkered entry at the 
back door greets guests with a playful, 
unexpected note the moment they step in.

The finished suite does far more than 
its square footage would suggest. Every 
item on the client’s wish list made it into 
the final design including sectioning off 
space to keep as storage, proof that with 
the right planning, even a low-ceilinged 
basement full of structural surprises can 
become a warm, fully functional space.

CREDITS
Interior Design: Alana Spears Home 
alanaspearshome.com
General Contractor: Hurtado’s 
Custom Remodeling
Photographer: Kaitlin Green
Photo Styling: Hoppe Shoppe

“Alana was so kind and easy 
to work with. She created an 
amazing space that is more 

than we could have dreamed of 
on our own.”
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open to the public, as well as grants 
to community organizations that 
promote gardening, conservation and 
environmental stewardship.

For more than 100 years, the 
Portland Garden Club has helped protect 
natural landscapes, expand access to 
nature and strengthen the community 
through education and outreach. The 
Holiday Sale continues that tradition—
bringing people together through the 
beauty of plants, creativity and the 
shared joy of the season. Learn more at 
theportlandgardenclub.org

Come celebrate the holidays, find 
something beautiful and help support 
the Portland Garden Club’s ongoing 
work in our community.

want to welcome the season with 
something handmade and special, the 
Holiday Sale offers plenty of inspiration.

The sale also provides an opportunity 
to support the Portland Garden Club 
and the work it has carried out in the 
community for more than a century. 
Founded in August 1924 by seventeen 
women and two men who shared a desire 
to explore horticulture and gardening 
beyond their work with the Portland Rose 
Society, the club became the 89th member 
of the Garden Club of America in 1928.

Today, the Portland Garden Club 
continues its commitment to gardening, 
conservation, education and civic 
beauty. Proceeds from the Holiday Sale 
partially support the club’s monthly 
educational speaker series, which is 

The holiday season comes alive at the 
Portland Garden Club Annual Holiday 
Sale on Saturday, December 5, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Portland Garden 
Club clubhouse, 1132 SW Vista Avenue. 
This beloved seasonal event invites 
shoppers to experience the joy of the 
holidays while discovering an array of 
uniquely handcrafted decorations, gifts 
and botanical treasures.

Visitors will find an enchanting 
selection of woodland and grapevine 
wreaths, arrangements of bulbs 
and blooms, pinecone trees, festive 
evergreens, embellished garlands, 
decorative firestarter bundles, gift 
tags, cards, hostess gifts and more. 
Whether you’re decorating your home, 
looking for a thoughtful gift or simply 

JOY is in the Air! The Portland 
Garden Club Annual Holiday Sale
Saturday, December 5th from 10am to 1pm - 1132 SW Vista Avenue

BY ELENI GERDING

treemastertreeservice.com
503.771.4061

treemastersestimates@gmail.com
CCB# 159995

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES • TRIMMING • SHAPING
TREE REMOVAL • HEALTH & SAFETY • HEDGES

STORM DAMAGE • STUMP GRINDING

Mention this ad for 10% off!
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a passion project and a commitment to 
Brice’s loyal clients, inspired by a belief 
that skin care should be intentional, 
informed, and personalized.

The practice focuses on helping 
clients develop and maintain healthy 
skin through advanced facials, chemical 
peels, microneedling, nano-needling, 
medical-grade skin care, and specialized 
rejuvenation treatments. Rather 
than chasing every new trend, Brice 
emphasizes prevention, consistency, skin 
barrier health, and carefully selected 
ingredients and treatment protocols — all 
while keeping up to date on meaningful 
new preventative and treatment options. 
His goal is to create a plan that addresses 
where a client’s skin is today while 
supporting where they want it to go.

Revolution Beauty also reflects Brice’s 
artistic roots through professional makeup 
application. His special-event makeup 
sessions combine expert skin preparation 
with an understated approach designed 
to enhance, rather than mask, a client’s 
natural features. From skin rejuvenation 
to event-ready beauty, the philosophy 
remains the same: helping clients feel 
confident in their own skin.

Professional Tip: Brice recommends 
treating skin care as an ongoing process 
rather than waiting for a specific concern 
to appear. A consistent routine, daily sun 
protection, professional guidance, and 
treatments selected for your individual 
skin can help maintain the skin barrier and 
support long-term skin health.

For Brice, the name Revolution Beauty 
represents a proactive approach to aging 
and self-care. It is about being focused and 
deliberate, not extreme. With Evolution 
Hair Design providing an established 
home for the new practice, Revolution 
Beauty offers Portland clients another way 
to invest in themselves through expert 
care, personalized attention, and a genuine 
love of the process.

Revolution Beauty, A Boutique Facial 
Spa, by Brice Terrible

Located inside Evolution Hair Design
909 SW 16th Ave., Ste. 1, Portland, 
OR 97205 | 503-381-4418 | love@

revolutionbeautypdx.com

With more than 20 years in the 
beauty industry, Brice brings experience 
as a makeup artist, esthetician, 
creative professional, and advanced 
skin care specialist. His background 
in art and aesthetics influences the 
way he approaches every client, 
combining technical knowledge with 
an understanding of balance, structure, 
and individual beauty which results 
in truly transformative change for his 
clients. Revolution Beauty was created as 

F O R  M O R E  T H A N  3 0  Y E A R S ,  Evolution 
Hair Design has been part of Portland’s 
local beauty community. Now, the long-
standing salon has expanded its offerings 
with the addition of Revolution Beauty, a 
boutique facial spa founded by longtime 
beauty professional Brice Terrible. 
Located inside Evolution across from 
Lincoln High School, Revolution Beauty 
brings advanced esthetic treatments, 
medical grade skincare, and expert 
artistry to a familiar Portland destination. 

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

(503) 893-2409 | kithandkininteriordesign.com

Let's create your perfect home. 
Contact us to start the conversation.

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE

From full service turn-key design to single room reimagining, we 
create function driven, personality filled, beautiful interiors.

P E R S O N A L I Z E D  S K I N  C A R E  I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  P O R T L A N D

BY ELENI GERDING

BEAUTY
REVOLUTION

This isn’t about 
vanity. It’s 

about self love 
& vigilance.”

Downsizing?

Michele Bowler-Failing

Start with a plan and a cheerleader.
I can do that for you with enthusiasm and care.
Call for a no-obligation consultation.

PRINCIPAL BROKER

(503) 891-1304
mbfailing@cocoranprime.com
www.bowlerfailing.com
1680 NW 21st Avenue
Portland, OR 97209

Fresh color.
Clean lines.

A look that's
so you.

Call for a free estimate.
503-457-3729

PortlandHomePainting.com

GIVE YOUR HOME THE MAKEOVER IT DESERVES.

High-quality exterior paint acts as a 
barrier against Portland’s rain and 
moisture, helping prevent rot and mold.

Exterior & Interior Painting

Staining

Siding & Trim

Cabinet Refinishing

Lead Certified • Siding Certified
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MAKE & BAKE

L E A D  K I D S  and kids at heart on an outside foraging adventure to 
find a piece of fall’s best foliage for Thanksgiving dinner guests. 
Then, help them practice their handwriting and etiquette by 
making leaf name cards for each place setting.  The leaves serve 
as table decor, complementing the full spread of everyone’s 
favorite family recipes. 

Remember, foraging brings the outside in, so even if it’s not 
quite a golden fall where you are, leaves of any color or large 
flower petals (like dogwoods) work well. Of course, if the weather 
won’t cooperate outside, as Ina would say, “Store-bought is 
fine!” There’s nothing like a craft store for making decor dreams 
become reality. 

Fallen Leaf 
Place Cards

“Leaf” it to the kids to make this year’s 
Thanksgiving table shine.

BY NICOLE LETTS

From Reclaimed Roots to
Timeless Pieces.
Let your custom entries tell a tale of 

craftsmanship and sustainability.

503-875-1656 | beneaththebarkfurniture.com



STROLL Portland Heights       2726       November 2026

A Night That Supports What Matters 
That’s what Red Ball is about. It brings our 
community together for a fun night out 
while providing experiences and resources 
that enhance students’ education. 

This adults-only evening will  
include a hosted bar, seated dinner, live 
auction, games and, most importantly, 
a chance to connect, meet new people 
and spend time with those who make 
Ainsworth so special. 

Every dollar raised goes toward giving 
students more opportunities throughout 
their time at Ainsworth. Funds help 
provide field trips, arts, mental health 
resources and outdoor projects that 
make our school more welcoming 
and safe. This year, we are looking to 
expand our funding reach by bringing 
more grade-level-specific educational 

Join us for Ainsworth Elementary’s 
largest fundraiser of the year, Red Ball 
Gala, from 6 to 10 p.m. Friday, Nov. 13, 
at The Sentinel Hotel. 

Elementary school plays a critical role in 
a child’s life. It’s where a child’s educational 
journey begins. These are foundational 
years when children learn to read and 
write, build lasting friendships, discover 
their passions, and develop the confidence 
and curiosity they’ll carry into the years 
ahead. The experiences they have during 
this time can shape how they approach 
new challenges and see themselves long 
after they leave the classroom. 

Creating these opportunities takes a 
community. Families, neighbors and local 
businesses all have a role to play in giving 
kids meaningful experiences and building 
a strong foundation for what comes next. 

A Night Out, An 
Investment in Learning

Red Ball 2026

Stately Southwest Hills
A Home with Mt. Hood Views

Stately Southwest Hills
A Home with Mt. Hood Views

Perched in Portland’s coveted Southwest Hills, 1784 SW 
Montgomery Drive pairs timeless 1943 character with more 

than 4,100 square feet of thoughtfully designed living space. 

The residence offers four bedrooms, three and a half baths, 
expansive gathering areas, and hardwood floors, with 

French doors opening to the lawn and manicured 
landscaping. A convenient elevator serves the home’s levels, 

providing added comfort and flexibility. Large windows 
welcome natural light while framing beautiful city and Mt. 

Hood views, while a new roof installed in 2026 adds 
meaningful peace of mind. 

Just minutes from downtown Portland, OHSU, and the city’s 
cultural amenities, this distinguished home offers a rare 

balance of tranquility, convenience, and enduring
appeal - ready for your personal touch.

MARCIA WALSH
503.781.5714
MARCIA.WALSH@WHERE-INC.COM

1 7 8 4  S W  M O N T G O M E R Y  D R I V E
$1,495,000

4 bed, 3 . 1  bath |  4535 SF |  .22 acres

programs into classrooms, offering after-
school enrichment classes and providing 
teachers with additional resources. 

Be Part of Something Bigger 
Strong schools are built by those who 
show up for them, and strong schools help 
build strong communities. 

You don’t have to be a current 
Ainsworth parent to be part of it. 
Whether you’re a family member, 
neighbor, local business owner, or just 
someone who believes kids deserve more 
opportunities to discover and thrive, 
there’s a place for you at Red Ball.

Tickets are on sale now and 
sponsorship opportunities are also available 
for local businesses and community 
members. Join us and buy your ticket at 
ainsworthfoundation.org/Red-Ball.
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Annual Garden Party 
to Celebrate the 130th 

Anniversary Season

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

In August, neighbors and friends gathered at the home of MJ 
Steen and Frank Langfitt to celebrate the start of Portland’s 
cultural season. Now a beloved tradition, this year’s garden 
party held a particularly special weight, as it marked the 
beginning of the Oregon Symphony’s 130th anniversary season. 
Rooted in its history, yet boldly venturing forth, the orchestra’s 
anniversary lineup features beloved stars like Itzhak Perlman 
and Wynton Marsalis, and distinctly local voices including John 
Craigie, Caroline Shaw, Portugal. The Man, and more! For more 
information or to purchase tickets, please visit orsymphony.org. 
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Anne McGee & Associates
amcgee@cruiseplanners.com
(503) 481-7411 | vinestoursandcruises.com

With integrity, insider expertise 
and our worldwide connections, 
our local team can plan a cruise, 
a tour or a resort stay for you or 

your group.

Stop saying
‘We should all go

somewhere together.’

Start going
somewhere!..

and let us handle
the plans.

Contact us for
a no-obligation
consultation
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Contact us for more information
503-820-0084 • www.avempm.com • info@avempm.com

Let Avem Property Management handle the difficult tasks 
of being a landlord so you can enjoy the benefits. 

Avem Property Management, LLC is a licensed, full-service property 
management firm working with landlords in the Portland Metro area. 

"The team at Avem have been excellent 
partners ... They communicate well, make 
time to answer my questions and have 

taken care of property maintenance issues 
as they come up. Highly recommended."

property management
done right

STAY HEALTHY, STAY HAPPY.
NW 24th and NW Thurman

(503) 716-6164 
portlandbacksmith.com
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Anne McGee is the owner of Vines, 
Tours & Cruises, a Cruise Planners 
franchise specializing in leisure travel. 
After 27 years of worldwide travel 
during her Air Force career and years 
working in the travel industry, Anne 
brings extensive experience to planning 
memorable journeys. She is an ASTA 
Verified Travel Advisor, CLIA Elite Cruise 
Counselor and Certified Specialist of Wine 
with the Society of Wine Educators. Anne 
specializes in river cruising through wine 

The route moves through the heart of 
Central European wine country, including 
the renowned Wachau Valley, where 
vineyards climb above the Danube and 
historic wine traditions remain deeply 
connected to the landscape.

Wine host Steve Lutz, founder of 
Oregon’s Lenne Estate winery, brings 
decades of winemaking experience to the 
journey. Guests will enjoy three curated 
wine tastings, a wine-paired dinner and 
four wine-focused shore excursions in 
select destinations.

Both cruises include luxury river-
view accommodations, gourmet meals, 
European wines with lunch and dinner, 
excursions as specified, gratuities, port 
fees, Wi-Fi and more.

Whether you choose the vineyard-
covered slopes of the Rhine or the historic 
wine country of the Danube, these cruises 
offer more than a vacation. They are an 
opportunity to taste the destination, learn 
from experienced wine professionals and 
experience Europe at a relaxed river pace.

Cabins are available now. Contact 
Anne McGee at Vines, Tours & Cruises 
to reserve your place.

Wine lovers have two new reasons 
to put Europe on their 2027 travel 
calendar. Vines, Tours & Cruises is 
offering two exclusive wine cruises 
along the Rhine and Danube, pairing 
spectacular scenery and historic cities 
with exceptional wines, expert hosts 
and unforgettable culinary experiences.

Discover the Rhine: 
October 26–November 2, 2027
The Wine Cruise on the Rhine sails 
aboard the new AMADEUS Aurea, 
traveling from Amsterdam (Huizen) to 
Strasbourg through some of Germany’s 
most celebrated wine regions.

The Rhine and Moselle reveal a 
landscape shaped by vineyards, river 
valleys and centuries of winemaking. 
Guests will encounter the steep, slate-
covered vineyards of Cochem and 
Bernkastel-Kues before arriving in 
Rüdesheim, famous for its lively wine 
taverns and rich wine culture.

Wine host Regina Daigneault 
(reggiewine.com), a wine professional 
with nearly 40 years of experience, will 
lead three onboard tastings and a wine-
paired dinner. Four optional wine-focused 
shore excursions offer opportunities to 
explore the region beyond the ship.

Two Rivers, Two 
Wine Adventures

Set sail for Europe in 2027

BY ELENI GERDING

TRAVEL TALES

“River cruising through wine country 
offers the perfect blend of history, culture 
and culinary exploration—with the luxury 

of unpacking just once.” 
—ANNE MCGEE

The AMADEUS Aurea, launching in 
2026, combines contemporary comfort with 
thoughtful sustainability features, including 
hybrid propulsion and heat-recovery 
technology. Guests can enjoy river views, 
gourmet dining, an outdoor pool, fitness 
center and complimentary Wi-Fi.

Follow the Danube: 
October 21–28, 2027
The Wine Cruise on the Danube aboard 
the AMADEUS Nova takes travelers 
from Budapest to Passau, with stops 
including Bratislava, Vienna, Dürnstein, 
Weissenkirchen, Melk and Linz.

Steve Lutz, Wine Host for Danube Trip

regions, helping solo travelers, couples 
and wine clubs combine great wine with 
history, culture and culinary discovery. 
When she’s not traveling or helping clients 
plan their next adventure, Anne enjoys the 
serenity of her home in Portland Heights, 
where she lives with her husband, Mike, 
and their three Maine Coon cats.

Vines, Tours & Cruises Inc.
Anne McGee | 503-481-7411
amcgee@cruiseplanners.com

vinestoursandcruises.com

Regina Daigneault, Wine Host for Rhine Trip



STROLL Portland Heights       3736       November 2026

Use this list of business owners and professionals from Portland Heights as an opportunity to network, qualify, and potentially build a 
business relationship with other successful individuals who also live here. To be included in the Resident Business Guide, email your 

details to eleni.gerding@n2co.com

ARTIST
Mara Safransky Art

Mara Safransky
marasafransky.com

ARTIST / DESIGNER
Todd J Elliott Design

Todd Elliott
toddjelliott.com

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Portland Backsmith 

Chiropractic
Chris Zander

portlandbacksmith.com

COFFEE SHOP
COTTA

Colleen Piche Vianello
@cottacart

CONSULTANT/COACH
SAOIRSE Consulting 

& Coaching
Aoife Holden

saoirseconsulting
healthcare.com

CRUISE PLANNING
Cruise Planners

Anne McGee
vinestoursandcruises.com

CUSTOM RUGS
Christiane Millinger 

Handmade Rugs
Christiane Millinger

christianemillinger.com

FURNITURE STORE
Forget Me Not 

Flower and Home
Susan Andersen
(503) 680-7728

INSURANCE
Combined Insurance - 

A CHUBB Company
Joyce del Rosario

(971) 412-8800

INTERIOR DESIGN
Jessica Lane Interiors

Jessica Shevde
jessicalaneinteriors.com

MASSAGE THERAPY
The Luxe Massage & Spa

Chelsea Power
theluxemassage.com

MONTESSORI SCHOOL
Liberated School House

Leslie Whitmore
liberatedshcoolhouse.com

NONPROFIT
The Pixie Project

Amy Sacks
pixieproject.org

PET FOOD
Portland Pet Food 

Company
Katie McCarron
portlandpetfood

company.com

REAL ESTATE
(w)here Properties

Marcia Walsh
portland.where-inc.com

Christie’s Evergreen
Patrick Clark

christiesrealestateevg.com

Corcoran Prime
Michele Bowler-Failing

bowlerfailing.com

Krystin Bassist 
Families and Homes

Krystin Bassist
krystinbassist.com

Macey Laurick Real Estate
Macey Laurick

maceylaurick.com

MJ Steen Residential 
Real Estate
MJ Steen

(503) 816-7444

Pacesetter Properties
Debra Rhea

debrarhea.com

Portland City Properties
Christy MacColl and 

Carrie Gross
portlandcityproperties.com

Sotheby’s 
International Realty

Ginger Burke
cascadehasson.com

Windermere Realty Trust
Todd Talcott

toddtalcott.com

Windermere Realty Trust
Holli Schmitt

hollischmitt.withwre.com

REMODELING
Cooper Design Build

Lane Cooper
cooperdesignbuild.com

FOST.R Construction
Jeff Simpson

fostrconstruction.com

Crafting
Smiles

in the Pacific
Northwest

Dr. Ashley Bennett, DDS

(503) 292-8996

CLEAR ALIGNERS,
COSMETIC DENTISTRY, 

IMPLANTS,
FAMILY DENTISTRY

In-Office
Whitening

50% OFF
until September

T IC KETS
TODAY !

J o in us  fo r Ains worth’s  s ig na ture  f und ra is e r

Fund s  ra is e d  he lp  c re a te  the  e xp e rie nc e s
tha t m a ke  a  g re a t s c ho o l e ve n s tro ng e r –
fro m  f ie ld  trip s  a nd  a c a d e m ic  e nric hm e nt
to  m e nta l he a lth s up p o rt a nd
im p rove m e nts  to  o ur c a m p us .

Be c a us e  s trong  s c hools  b uild  s trong  c ommunit ie s
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Book Online or Call us Today!
503-383-9034  • AnchorPlumbingCo.com

Plumbing Problems? 
Anchor Plumbing Has Solutions.

Upfront Pricing. No Surprises.

Available 24/7  • Fast Response • Licensed Experts
Expert Plumbing Repairs • Commercial • Residential

Emergency services available 24/7.

Comfort You Can Count On
—All Year Long.

From repairs to new installations, 
we’ve got you covered.

Call, text or schedule online
(503) 713-5686

bullmountainheating.com

5% OFF
New Installs or 

Service when you 
mention Stroll 

Magazine

Where Soft Luxury Meets 
Intentional Design.

Let's tell your story,
schedule an appointment.

evaradesigncompany.com
971-495-0172



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

Portland General Construction is a full-service design-build company specializing in custom homes, high-end remodels, 
structural additions, and multifamily renovations. Through our in-house design team, we streamline the process from initial 
concept and budgeting to construction and completion, creating a seamless experience for our clients. We also provide fire, 

smoke, and water damage restoration services. We take pride in delivering durable results, thoughtful planning, and a 
professional experience from start to finish.

www.portlandgeneralconstruction.com
info@pdxgc.com

Call : 503.908.6688

A Publication for the  
Residents of Portland Heights


