
Lakeside

JUNE 2025

Class of 2025



Stroll Lakeside       32       June 2025

� ������� �� ������� ���������� ��������� ��

���������
���
��	�����������������
�����������������������
����������������������������
��������������
�
�����������������
�
����������������
������������������������������������������
 ��
������� ��������
������������	��������	��������������������
������������������������ �����������������­�����������������
��
���
����������������
������������������������������

��������������������������������������
�������������������������
���
�	��������������������������
�
�������������



Stroll Lakeside       54       June 2025

This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
neighborhood partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine 

possible. Please support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST - LUXURY
Joe Bauman, John L. Scott

(206) 940-4111

PNW Towns & Sound Realty
Mia Perryman

(253) 503-3036

REMODELING
In N Out Construction

(360) 451-7161

REMODELING / RESTORATIONS
American Dream Design Build

(253) 446-9000

REMODELING/CARPENTRY
Anderson Contractors

(425) 375-1846

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
eliseo

(253) 756-7555

ROOFING
North Creek Roofing

(425) 371-2948

ROOFING SERVICES
Veterans Roofing
(206) 960-7663

ROOFING/REMODELING
GTG Construction
(253) 642-6020

SECURITY /  
RESIDENTIAL / BUSINESS

Veterans Security Operations
(253) 339-7942

SENIOR / ASSISTED LIVING
Gravelly Lake Adult Family Home

(253) 951-2016

TREES & LANDSCAPE
AG Tree Service
(253) 365-8376

VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Summit Veterinary Referral Center

(253) 983-1114

WINDOW TREATMENTS, 
BLINDS, SHADES

Window Fashions Northwest
(253) 632-7342

APPLIANCES
Weir’s Appliance
(253) 537-0231

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Beverly Grant Law Firm PS

(253) 252-5454

Connelly Law Offices, PLLC
(253) 593-5100

AUTO DEALER/AUTO REPAIR
BMW Northwest
(253) 922-8700

AUTO REPAIR - IMPORTED
Rolf’s Import Auto Service

(253) 584-7770

CAMERA CENTER, LABS 
AND CUSTOM FRAMING

Robi’s Camera Center
(253) 584-0210

CUSTOM HOMES & RENOVATIONS
Phase II, Inc.

(253) 582-2810

DENTIST - FAMILY
Rothbauer Dental
(253) 582-9010

DOG SERVICES
Doggy Paradise
(707) 536-3252

DOG TRAINING
Notre Dog Academy

(253) 765-8118

DOG WASTE REMOVAL
Dooky Squad

(253) 254-4629

DOGGIE DAYCARE AND BOARDING
Good Karma Pet Care

(253) 573-0924

ENDODONTICS
Pla & Watts Endodontics

(253) 770-1500

EVENT VENUE/GARDENS
Lakewold Gardens

(253) 584-4106

FAMILY MEDICINE
Integrated Family Medicine 

and Aesthetic Wellness
(253) 474-3329

FINANCIAL CONSULTING
Brandon Arenas, Edward Jones

(253) 581-3863
Brandon

FLOORING
The Floor Trader of Tacoma

(253) 617-3710

FLOORS, TILE/STONE, 
WINDOW FASHIONS

Ed Selden Carpet One
(253) 588-2104

FLORAL
Tacoma Buds & Blooms

(253) 474-2221

FUNERAL/ 
PRE-ARRANGEMENT SERVICES

Mountain View Funeral Home
(253) 584-0252

FURNITURE & MATTRESSES
Harkness Furniture

(253) 473-1234

GENERAL  
CONTRACTOR / REMODELING

Master Builders Construction NW
(253) 363-0398

GUTTERS
LeafFilter

National Sponsor
(833) 380-2581

HAIR STYLIST / SALON
Shears To You

(253) 426-1020

HARDWARE/PAINT/ 
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Lakewood Hardware & Paint, Inc.
(253) 581-1010

HEALTH, MEDSPA, WEIGHT 
LOSS, CHIRO

Renew Wellness
(253) 584-3838

HOME CARE / SENIOR CARE
Senior Helpers

(253) 507-4770

INSURANCE AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS
Carl Bronkema Insurance

(206) 459-7514

INSURANCE AGENCY
American Underwriters Insurance

(253) 473-1415

INSURANCE: 
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

Mandon Foley American 
Family Insurance
(253) 565-0756

JEWELER - NEW, ESTATE, 
BRIDAL, REPAIR

JD & Co.
(253) 537-5572

KITCHEN CABINET REFACING
Kitchen Tune-up Tacoma

(253) 495-3755

KITCHEN REMODELERS
GTG Construction
(253) 642-6020

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER/
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR
Emerald Northwest Pavers

(253) 732-7638

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
Spring Landscape
(206) 484-9879

LAWN  
MAINTENANCE / LANDSCAPING

Herick’s Landscaping
(253) 330-4863

LUXURY APARTMENTS
Meadowlark Apartments

(253) 683-8012

MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
Tacoma Rainiers
(253) 761-5620

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
Five Star Painting
(253) 466-2940

PAINTING SERVICES
Grit City Painters
(253) 240-6014

PARKS & RECREATION
City of Lakewood
(253) 983-7758

PEST EXPERTS
Modern Pest Control

(253) 414-1987

PHOTOGRAPHY
Harmony Photography

(253) 880-2672

PLUMBING CONTRACTOR
Bob Larson Plumbing

(253) 475-8440

PLUMBING/HEATING
Aqualine Plumbing, Electrical 

and Heating LLC
(253) 300-1349

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Charles Wright Academy

(253) 620-8373

Premium
Service,
Modern

Automotive
Solutions

Premium
Service,
Modern

Automotive
Solutions
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Lakeside
We’re proud to showcase businesses that share our commitment to fostering local connections. When perusing our pages, keep an eye out for the “Local Sponsor” icon to 
identify articles highlighting these valuable partners. Please note that businesses profiled may have provided free products and / or services for the review.

Delivering Neighborhood Connections  
© 2025 The N2 Company, Inc.

strollmag.com DISCLAIMER: This publication is also known as Lakeside Living, is owned by The N2 
Company, and is not affiliated with or sponsored by any club, developer, or homeowners 
association. Articles and advertisements in this publication and opinions expressed therein 
do not necessarily reflect the views of N2 but remain solely those of the author(s) or 
advertiser(s). The paid advertisements contained within this magazine are not endorsed or 
recommended by N2. 
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WANT TO PLACE SOMETHING IN STROLL LAKESIDE?
To submit an idea, photos, article, or obtain an extra copy, please email 
strolllakeside@n2co.com.

NEW TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD?
If so, welcome! To be added to our email and event invitation list, contact us at 
strolllakeside@n2co.com or call Debbie at 253-732-7638.

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
Follow the magazine @Strolllakeside for fun updates. If you have fun photos you’d 
like to share on social media or actually in the pages of an upcoming issue, make 
sure to use the hashtag #strolllakeside when you post on Instagram.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION IN STROLL LAKESIDE,  
Contact Debbie McVicker 253.732.7638 or  
email strolllakeside@n2co.com

253-588-4423
253-584-6060
425-452-1234
800-752-6745
253-798-4051
253-875-5053
253-205-0992
253-474-0968

UTILITIES
Lakewood Water District
Lakeview Light and Power
Puget Sound Energy	
Tacoma Power
Pierce County Sewer Utility 
Lemay Pierce County Refuse
Comcast Service Center
Century Link

253-985-1711

911
800-222-1222
253-581-6013
253-830-5000
253-682-0165
253-589-2489
253-512-2264
253-589-2489
253-589-2489
253-589-3774

800-695-7623
253-588-7786
253-548-3302
253-983-7887

253-272-2216
253-752-7701
253-620-8373
253-583-5000
253-756-5317 
253-355-7911
253-564-5185
253-584-3850

HOSPITAL	
St. Clare’s	

LAKEWOOD CITY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY	
National Poison Control Center
American Medical Response
Lakewood Police Department
West Pierce Fire and Rescue
City of Lakewood, City Hall
City of Lakewood, Information
City Manager	
Mayor’s Office	
Property Tax	

OTHER
Road Conditions	
Lakewood Vehicle/Vessel licensing	
Lakewood Pierce County Library	
Lakewood Parks and Recreation	

SCHOOLS  
Annie Wright Schools	
Bellarmine Preparatory		
Charles Wright Academy
Clover Park School District
Life Christian Academy	  
Little Church Pre-School
St. Charles Borromeo	
St. Frances Cabrini	

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS

Rylee Turner,
Publishing 
Assistant

Meet the Team The folks who bring your stories & 
pictures to life every month...

Suzy Delong, 
Ad Strategist

Kai Curry,
Writer

Kennly Asato,
Content Editor

Angie Whitten,
Photographer

Harmony 
Photography

Debbie McVicker, 
Owner and 
Publisher

This Month’s Resident Article Contributors

Becca McVicker, 
Account 

Executive

THE STROLL LAKESIDE CREW

Stroll Lakeside is always looking for resident contributors. If you are interested, email 
strolllakeside@n2co.com to schedule a feature.

Lilly Converse, 
Junior Assistant

Skip Haynes, 
Photographer

Phyllis Griggs- 
Lakewold 
Gardens

The Garza 
Family - Sweets 

and Treats

Kate Read - 
Resident Recipe
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As the seasons change, your yard needs expert care. Now’s the time to:

• Mulch flower beds for vibrant spring color
• Renovate patchy lawns for a lush, green look

• Aerate, overseed, and apply pre-emergents to strengthen your grass
• Clear out winter debris and refresh your landscape

YOUR SEASONAL 
YARD CARE EXPERTS

(206) 484-9879 • www.springlandscapewa.com

We help homeowners like you keep their 
yards in top shape.  A well-cared-for lawn 

makes all the difference.

Specializing in kitchen 
remodels, bath remodels, 

home additions, and more.

Quality craftsmanship and customer 
satisfaction is in our DNA.

253-363-0398

check out our
current projects
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The sun is shining, the Mariners are 
above .500 (at least as I write this!), and 
Father’s Day is just around the corner.

For years now, my monthly trips 
to Vancouver, Washington to visit my 
parents have included a Saturday 
morning tradition: breakfast made by 
my dad. He always cooks up way too 
much, but somehow, I manage to finish 
every bite. It’s a meaningful ritual—and 
one I especially appreciate since I’m not 
the one doing the cooking!

Here’s to all the dads, grandfathers, 
and father figures out there who create 
lasting memories through the simple 
joys of tradition.

Go M’s!

Debbie McVicker 
Owner/Publisher 
debbie.mcvicker@n2co.com 
253-732-7638

PS: Still waiting for one of you to step 
up and make the call to get the Mariners 
on board with advertising in Stroll 
Lakeside... Seriously, someone, please 
help me out! 

HAPPY 
FATHER’S 
DAY

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW SPONSORS 
Dooky Squad 

GTG Construction 

THANK YOU TO OUR RENEWING SPONSORS: 
City of Lakewood 

Phase ll 
robis Lakewood Camera + The Print Refinery 

Enjoying and winning a game with my church buddy, Hanna Cloyce, Debbie’s dad, doing what he does best: 
breakfast greatness
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12502 Vernon Ave. SW • Lakewood, WA  98498
(253) 582-9010 • www.RothbauerDental.com

TEETH
IMPLANTS

FAMILY
PRACTICE

SINGLE VISIT 
DENTISTRY

INVISIBLE 
BRACES

Smiling has been shown to reduce
stress and help your heart.
Brush twice a day, floss daily, and smile big!

You'll boost your mood and health when you do.

Did you know?Did you know?
S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  A P P O I N T M E N T  T O D A Y !

Parents Name 
Jodi Durr and Jeremy Durr 

Siblings Name(s) 
Corban and Kenzie Durr 

School 
Covenant High School 

Awards/Honors/Special 
Achievements 
President of National Honor Society, 
Student Ambassador, Honors Algebra 

What activities or sports did you 
participate while in school? 

Club Volleyball, High School Volleyball, 
High School Theater, Middle School and 
Elementary Volleyball coach. 

What are your plans for next year? 
Majoring in Elementary Education at 
Northwest University in Kirkland.

How do you plan to spend this summer 
after graduation? 
I will work in the nursery at Cannon Beach 
Conference Center in Oregon. 

What will you miss most about High 
School? 
I will miss my friends most in and outside 
of high school. 

CLASS OF 2025

Abby
Durr
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HEALTHY LIVING

like fruit, herbs or even vegetables can 
make plain water more appealing. Try 
combinations such as cucumber and 
mint, lemon and ginger, or strawberry 
and basil. Let it chill in the fridge for a 
few hours, then sip and enjoy.
 
BREW HERBAL ICED TEA.
Naturally caffeine-free herbal teas, 
such as chamomile, hibiscus or rooibos, 
are great served over ice. They’re 
hydrating, calming and easy to prep 
in large batches. Add lemon slices or a 
sprig of fresh mint for a flavorful boost.

When summer turns up the heat, 
staying hydrated can start to feel 

like a full-time job. Luckily, it doesn’t 
have to be boring! If drinking enough 
water is a struggle, try switching things 
up with delicious, nutrient-rich options 
that support your body and help keep 
thirst at bay. These creative, feel-good 
ideas will keep you cool, energized and 
happily hydrated all season long.

TRY INFUSED WATERS.
Think of infused water as hydration 
with a twist. Adding fresh ingredients 

EAT YOUR FLUIDS.
Snack smarter with water-rich foods. 
Many fruits and vegetables — like 
watermelon, strawberries, cucumbers 
and oranges — are more than 90% water. 
They’re perfect for staying hydrated 
while adding nutrients to your day.
 
CRACK OPEN A COCONUT (WATER).
Coconut water is packed with natural 
electrolytes like potassium and 
magnesium, making it a smart option 
after exercise or sun exposure. Just 
check the label to make sure it’s free of 
added sugars.

FREEZE YOUR FRUITS.
Homemade popsicles are a creative 
way to cool down. Blend your favorite 
fruits with water or coconut water, pour 
into molds and freeze. The result? A 
refreshing, low-sugar treat the whole 
family will love.
 
BLEND A SMOOTHIE.
A smoothie made with water-rich 
fruits, leafy greens and a hydrating 
base — such as almond milk or coconut 
water — can be both satisfying and 
refreshing. Add a handful of ice for 
extra chill, and toss in chia seeds or 
Greek yogurt for texture and protein.

Hydrate  
the Happy 

Way
Summertime hydration  

can be easy and refreshing 
with these simple,  

flavorful alternatives.

BY SHAUNA OSBORNE, NATIONAL EDITOR

Regina M. Stipa, NAR
(253) 951-2016  |  gravellylakeafh.com

11502 Gravelly Lake Drive S.W., Lakewood, WA 98499

Home Doctor & Podiatrist Available • Registered Nurse On-Call • Incontinence Care
Medication Management • Hospice Care • Senior Care & Certified Dementia Care Specialist

Diabetic Care • Assistance & Supervision with All Daily Living Needs 
Certified Mental Health & Developmental Disabilities Specialist

24-Hour Personalized Care

Located in a convenient yet private neighborhood, 5 minutes
off of the Gravelly Lake Dr. exit of I-5. We offer care to seniors 

in an intimate family setting.

Your Bed And Breakfast Of Adult 
Family Homes With Tailored Care

Gravelly Lake Adult Family Home

      KitchenTuneUp.com
Tacoma, WA

Franchise locally owned &
operated by Linda Jadwin.

Schedule your complimentary
in-home consultation today

(253) 632-7342
                      windowfashionsnw.com

SHADES,  BLINDS, CUSTOM DRAPERY,
VALANCES,  & AUTOMATION

WINNER OF THE BEST OF PIERCE 
COUNTY FOR WINDOW TREATMENTS

IS THE
KITCHEN JUST
NOT QUITE

RIGHT?

STARTING

AS LOW AS 

$99-$249

A MONTH!

253.495.3755
FREE

CONSULTATIONS

REFACING  •  CABINET PAINTING  •  REDOORING
CUSTOM CABINETS  •  1 DAY TUNE-UPS

LET US HELP MAKE THE HEART
OF THE HOME YOUR OWN.

Stylish window coverings 
for every room and budget.

Begin Your Summer With a Home Refresh!

NOW OFFERING:
HUNTER DOUGLAS
BLINDS & SHADES
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Jose 
Smith

CLASS OF 2025

Parents Name 
Skip and Gayle Smith

Siblings Name(s) 
Alex, Ben, and Sam

What activities or sports did you 
participate while in school? 
I do Muay Thai

What are your plans for next year? 
Planning on going to Bates for HVAC

How do you plan to spend this summer 
after graduation? 
Working and going to college

Name someone you admire. What 
makes them special and how have 
they motivated you? 
I admire Valerie because she’s my high 
school sweetheart. She has supported 
me since Sophomore year, and I really 
appreciate her being in my life. She 
motivates me and helps me learn. I learn 
new things every day.

What will you miss most about High 
School? 
Growing up with friends and having a 
good connection

Any special stories or information you 
would like to share about your high 
school experience? 
High school is a fun experience. I made 
a lot of new friends since my sophomore 
year. I really enjoyed the experience.
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(253) 330-4863
hericklandscaping@yahoo.com

• New Landscape 
• Yard Clean Up
• Trimming & Pruning
• Thatching & Aerating
• Seed or Sod
• Beauty Bark
• Rocking
• Retaining Walls
• Patios
• Fencing
• Sprinkler Installation & Repair

We understand that every project is unique, 
and our team is dedicated to listening to 

your vision while offering expert guidance to 
bring it to life. From navigating the 

intricacies of insurance restoration to 
executing commercial renovations, we 

prioritize quality craftsmanship and client 
satisfaction at every step.

Trust us to transform your environment into 
a place where beauty meets functionality, 
ensuring that your experience with us is as 

rewarding as the results.

B O O K  A S H OW R O O M  A P P O I N T M E N T T O DAY
10029 S Tacoma Way E-8 Lakewood, WA

Call Us (253) 642-6020

One Project at a Time

DELIVERING GREAT
EXPERIENCES,

gtgconstruction.com
    @gtgpropertyservices
    @gtgpropertyservices

LEADERS IN
MENTAL HEALTH
& OBESITY
MANAGEMENT

• Family Medicine
• Weight Management
• Mental Health
• Hormone Optimization
• Ketamine Therapy
253-474-3329 • mytacomaweightloss.com

9524 Gravelly Lake Dr SW
Lakewood WA 98499

Connect With Me on LinkedIn
@brandon-arenas-039456169

253-581-3863

Whether you're planning for retirement, saving for college for 
children or grandchildren, or just trying to protect the financial 
future of the ones you care for the most, we can work together to 
develop specific strategies to help you achieve your goals.

Estate & Legacy Strategies  |  Portfolio Reviews
Retirement Savings Strategies  |  College Savings
Wealth Strategies  |  Divorce Finances

Brandon Arenas, Financial Advisor
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Monday-Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday 9am-5pm

Tacoma Buds & Blooms
Family Owned and Operated since 1944

For E
very

 Occasion & Just Because

tacomabudsandblooms.com
7701 S. Hosmer St., Suite C Tacoma, WA 98408

(253)474-2221

Chateau St. Michelle 
14111 N.E. 145TH ST. WOODINVILLE 
May 24th: Rilo Kiley – 7pm 
May 25th and 26th: James Taylor – 7pm 
June 5th: Peach Pit and Brinston Maroney – 6pm 
June 6th: Yacht Rock Revue – 6pm 
June 13th: Peter Frampton – 7pm 
June 14th: Trombone Shorty &  
Orleans Avenue – 8pm 

June 15th: St. Paul & The Broken Bones – 6pm 
June 20 & 21: Earth, Wind & Fire – 7pm 
June 27th: Bare Naked Ladies – 6pm 
June 28th: Tash Sultana – 6pm 
July 5th: Pink Martini – 7:30pm 
July 17th: Dwight Yoakum – 7pm 
Aug. 3rd: Andy Grammer – 7pm 
Aug. 8: Dinosaur & Snail Mail – 6:30pm 
Aug 9: My Morning Jacket – 6pm 
Aug 10: Marren Morris – 7pm 
Aug 17: Counting Crows – 7pm 
Aug 26: Blues Traveler – 6pm 
Aug 28: The Beach Boys – 7:30pm 
Aug 29 & 30: Chicago – 7pm 
Aug 3 and Sept 17: Goo Goo Dolls – 7pm 
Sep 12 & 13: Jackson Browne – 7pm 
Sept 15: Train – 7pm 
Sept 21: Coheed & Cambia with Taking Back 
Sunday – 6pm 

White River Amphitheater 
40601 AUBURN-ENUMCLAW ROAD S.E., AUBURN 
June 7: Sessanta V2: Primus, Puscifer & A Perfect Circle – 8pm 
June 28: Volbeat with Halestorm – 7pm 
Aug. 14: Creed – 7pm 
Aug. 15: Weird Al Yankovic – 8pm 
Aug. 22: Pantera – 7pm 
Sept 3: The Offspring – 7pm 
Sept 25: Thomas Rhett – 7:30pm 

Lumen Field 
800 OCCIDENTAL AVE. S., SEATTLE 
July 25th & 26th: Morgan Wallen – 5:30pm 

T-Mobile Park 
1250 FIRST AVE., SEATTLE 
May 24: Stray Kids – 7:30pm 
June 26: Post Malone & Jelly Roll – 7:30pm 
July 11: My Chemical Romance – 6pm 
Aug. 14: Hozier – 8pm 
Aug 16: The Lumineers, The Head & The Heart &  
Tom Odell – 6:30pm 

Zoo Tunes 
WOODLAND PARK ZOO, 5500 PHINNEY AVE. N., SEATTLE 
June 12: Elvis Costello & The Imposters – 6pm 
June 26: Gillian Welch & David Rawlings – 6pm 
July 23 & 24: Devo – 6pm 
July 28: Regina Spector – 6pm 
Aug 10: Waxahatchee & Foxwarren – 6pm 
Aug 14: Men I Trust – 6pm 
Aug 17: Trampled by Turtles & Shakey Graves – 6pm 
Aug 24 & 25: Wilco – 6pm 
Sept 2: Japanese Breakfast & Ginger Root – 6pm 

Washington State Fair Umpqua Concert Series 
Aug. 29: Toto, Christopher Cross & Men at Work – 7:30pm 
Sept 4: Travis Denning Dancin’ in the Dirt Party – 9pm 
Sept. 5: Corey Kent Dancin’ in the Dirt Party – 9pm 
Sept. 6: Cooper Alan Dancin’ in the Dirt Party – 9pm 
Sept 13: Ludacris – 7:30pm 
Sept 18: AJR – 7:30pm 

2025 Outdoor Concerts

Summer Sounds  
of Washington

SUMMER FUN

Licensed, Bonded, Insured • Locally Owned & Operated
Lic #GRITCCP805C5

Professional • Quality • Affordable
Exterior Painting • Interior Painting • Cabinet Painting • Carpentry

GritCityPainters.com  |  253-240-6014

Check Out Our Work At: @gritcitypainters
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Since our inception, Veterans Security Operations (VSO) has experienced 
remarkable growth and earned the prestigious Inc5000 award, ranking 101 for 
the fastest-growing corporations in the entire US. This exponential growth has 
provided us with the opportunity to offer employment to over 100 veterans, 

enabling them to continue their service to our communities.

Offering veterans a career within the private security sector
while enhancing the well-being of the local communities we serve.

Community Security Solution.

Parents’ Names 
Erik and Angie Weedon

Siblings Name(s) 
Kaarin and Annika Weedon

CLASS OF 2025

Kellen 
Weedon

•	 Went to state championships for 
golf as an individual two times.

What are your plans after high school? 
I will attend Lassen Junior College in Susanville, 
California to play baseball.

What will you miss most about high school? 
Being with my friends and playing baseball.

School 
Sound Christian Academy

Awards/Honors/Special Achievements 
•	 Played four years of varsity baseball, 

won team MVP two times. 
•	 Received 1st team all-league honors 

for both golf and baseball, won WIAA 
Athlete of the Week in 2024. 
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E lectric vehicles (EVs) are gaining popularity, but are they 
truly a cost-saving investment? While they promise lower 
fuel and maintenance costs, factors like upfront pricing, 

charging expenses and long-term reliability significantly impact 
their overall financial picture. Here’s a closer look at the numbers.
 
Upfront costs and depreciation
New EVs remain more expensive than their gas-powered 
counterparts, though prices have dropped reasonably in recent 
years. Used EVs, however, present a more affordable entry 
point, with many available under $30,000. Depreciation is 
another factor — early EV models saw rapid value loss, but as 
technology improves, resale values are stabilizing.
 
Fuel and maintenance savings
Electricity is generally cheaper than gasoline, translating to 
long-term savings on fueling costs. EVs also require less routine 
maintenance, with no oil changes or complex engine upkeep. 
However, their tires tend to wear out 15 to 20% faster than 
those on gasoline-powered cars. The added weight of battery 
packs puts more stress on tires, while the instant torque of 
electric motors leads to quicker wear. Battery replacements 
can also become a major financial consideration over time.
 
Charging costs and infrastructure
Charging expenses vary by region, with electricity rates 
fluctuating across states. Those who can charge at home may 
see lower costs compared to public fast-charging stations, 
which often have higher rates. Access to reliable charging 
infrastructure is also a consideration, especially for those 
without a dedicated home charger.
 
Incentives and tax credits
Federal tax credits of up to $7,500 for new EVs and $4,000 
for used models can offset initial costs. Eligible buyers may 
choose to apply the credit upfront at the dealership rather 
than waiting until tax season. State and local incentives, such 
as rebates or reduced registration fees, can provide additional 
savings, though restrictions may apply. Income and price 
caps determine eligibility. For more information on evolving 
policies, see afdc.energy.gov/laws/ev-tax-credits.

Those who can charge at 
home may see electricity 
costs up to 50% lower than at 
fast-charging public stations.

FINANCIAL FITNESS

Daily charging 
to 80% is ideal 

for most EVs 
and can help 

prevent battery 
degradation. Plug In, Pay Up

An EV can lead to long-term savings, but 
the financial benefits depend on purchase 
price, charging access and driving habits.

BY SHAUNA OSBORNE, NATIONAL EDITOR 

Call or email
TODAY
for a quote!

Carl Bronkema
Insurance Group
Auto - Home - Renters - Life - Business
10828 Gravelly Lake Drive SW Ste 203B
Lakewood, WA 98499
O 253-447-6100
C 206-459-7514
cbronkema@chambersbayins.com

Look no further than Bob Larson Plumbing! One of 
the most reliable Tacoma plumbers in town. Our 

team of highly skilled and experienced plumbers is 
dedicated to providing top-quality plumbing 

services to homeowners and businesses in Tacoma 
and the surrounding areas.

At Bob Larson Plumbing, we understand that plumbing 
issues can arise at any time, which is why we o�er fast, 

reliable, hassle-free plumbing for our customers. We 
provide prompt and e�cient solutions to all your 

plumbing needs, from minor repairs to major installations.

Visit us online or call today
to schedule a plumbing service.

253-287-3311 |  boblarsonplumbing.com

ARE YOU
 IN NEED OF A

PROFESSIONAL
PLUMBER IN
TACOMA FOR

PLUMBING
SERVICES?
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Trust your independent 
insurance agent.

When it comes to getting the right 
insurance protection, why 
compromise? 

Parents Name 
Jack and Angela Connelly

Siblings Name(s) 
Catherine, Joseph, John Francis, James, Thomas, Justin, Peter, 
Luke

School 
Bellarmine Prep

What activities or sports did you participate while in 
school? 
Lacrosse, Flag Football, Basketball (9th and 10th grade)

What are your plans for next year? (College, Tech School, 
Working, Etc...) 
Majoring in Business Management at Montana State University

How do you plan to spend this summer after graduation? 
Traveling with friends and working

Name someone you admire. What makes them special and 
how have they motivated you? 
My mom, Angela Connelly, she motivates me to be my best self 
through the sacrifices she continually makes for her children, 
the community service work she does, the saintly way she 
treats everyone and approaches this world and just for being the 
amazing woman she is who inspires me to want to become a mom 
like her.

What will you miss most about High School 
The community at Bellarmine, the connections I’ve made

Any special stories or information you would like to share 
about your high school experience? 
Starting the girls' flag football team at Bellarmine has to be my 
favorite memory because of the family we formed through that 
team and the relationships I continue to have with every one 
of those girls especially getting to be a captain. It truly felt like 
what a sports team is supposed to feel like through the immense 
support we showed to each other and the chemistry we had on 
the field.

CLASS OF 2025

Veronica
Connelly
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TOUR & TRAVEL

FUN ON THE 
FAST TRACK

The scent of cotton candy and sunscreen lingers 
in the air while the distant roar of a coaster 

blends with delighted screams — no summer 
adventure is complete without an amusement 

park. From gravity-defying coasters to interactive 
family fun, these must-visit destinations 

deliver excitement for every kind of traveler.

BY SHAUNA OSBORNE, NATIONAL EDITOR

CEDAR POINT 
Sandusky, Ohio
Known as the Roller Coaster Capital of 
the World, Cedar Point is a paradise for 
thrill-seekers, boasting over 100 rides 
and attractions, including 18 world-class 
roller coasters. Visitors can also enjoy 
family-friendly rides, seasonal festivals 
and live entertainment. Open May through 
October, Cedar Point is an essential 
stop for high-speed thrills and classic 
amusement park charm. cedarpoint.com
 
DISCOVERY COVE 
Orlando, FL
A theme park in name but a tropical 
escape in experience, Discovery Cove 
offers all-inclusive luxury with up-close 

animal encounters in an intimate, resort-
like setting. Consistently ranked among 
the top-rated parks in the U.S., with 
limited daily admissions, it delivers a 
tranquil alternative to Florida’s high-
energy attractions. Guests can swim with 
dolphins, snorkel among rays and tropical 
fish, or explore lush aviaries filled with 
exotic birds. discoverycove.com
 
SILVER DOLLAR CITY 
Branson, MO
Blending high-speed excitement with 
old-fashioned charm, Silver Dollar City 
offers a theme park experience like no 
other. Nestled in the Ozark Mountains, 
this 1880s-inspired park combines world-
class thrills with engaging craftsmanship 

and heritage. Just minutes away, White 
Water expands the adventure with 
13 acres of water slides and waves. 
Open select days from March through 
December, Silver Dollar City is a unique 
blend of adrenaline and nostalgia. 
silverdollarcity.com
 
SIX FLAGS FIESTA TEXAS 
San Antonio, Texas
Six Flags Fiesta Texas delivers a high-
energy lineup of coasters, family-friendly 
attractions and waterpark fun. Home 
to the largest DC Universe-themed 
area at any park in the country, it offers 
immersive superhero experiences 
alongside adrenaline-pumping rides. From 
record-breaking roller coasters to the 
refreshing Hurricane Harbor, this park is a 
year-round destination for daredevils and 
families alike. sixflags.com/fiestatexas
 
LEGOLAND FLORIDA RESORT 
Winter Haven, FL
This resort brings childhood dreams to 
reality with larger-than-life Lego creations 
and interactive shows featuring beloved 
characters. Designed for families with 
younger adventurers, this three-in-one 
destination includes the Lego-themed 
amusement park, a water park and the 
Peppa Pig Theme Park, making it a top 
choice for multi-day fun. Open year-
round, Legoland Florida is a must-visit 
for families seeking a whimsical escape. 
legoland.com/florida

Protect your home or business
                                  with quality care.

We pride ourselves on delivering trusted, high-quality service 
and materials to keep your home and family protected. 
Call us to receive your free no-obligation roof inspection and estimate.

Installation,
Maintenance,

& Repair

veteransroofinginc.com

253.466.2940
FiveStarPainting.com

Book Your
Free Estimate

Now!

Interior & Exterior Painting • Cabinet Painting • Light Carpentry Work • & more!

Independently Owned and Operated Franchise
LIC#FIVESP835J7

Your Local Painting Professionals

FINANCING

OPTIONS

AVAILABLE
FINANCING

OPTIONS

AVAILABLE

Make your flowers pop with a fresh coat of paintMake your flowers pop with a fresh coat of paint
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253.446.9000
americandreamdesignbuild.com

Specializing in custom homes, remodels and additions, 
American Dream Design Build has been operating over 18 
years and has established a reputation for quality 
craftsmanship, timeless designs and exceptional 
customer service. Understanding your 
vision is at the forefront when 
partnering with our 
innovative and award 
winning team.

YOUR DREAM, YOUR BUDGET, YOUR PROJECT.

INGREDIENTS: 
•	 5 peaches, peeled, cored and sliced (about 4 cups)
•	 3/4 cup granulated sugar
•	 1/4 teaspoon salt

For the batter:
•	 6 Tablespoons butter
•	 1 cup all-purpose flour
•	 1 cup granulated sugar
•	 2 teaspoons baking powder
•	 1/4 teaspoon salt
•	 3/4 cup milk
•	 ground cinnamon

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Add the sliced peaches, sugar and salt to a saucepan 
and stir to combine. *(If using canned peaches, skip steps 
1 & 2 and follow the directions starting at step 3) 
2. Cook on medium heat for just a few minutes, until 
the sugar is dissolved and helps to bring out juices 
from the peaches. Remove from heat and set aside. 
3. Preheat oven to 350° F degrees F. Slice butter into 
pieces and add to a 9x13 inch baking dish. Place the 
pan in the oven while it preheats, to allow the butter to 
melt. Once melted, remove the pan from the oven.
4. In a large bowl mix together the flour, sugar, 
baking powder, and salt. Stir in the milk, just until 

combined. Pour the mixture into the pan, over the 
melted butter and smooth it into an even layer. 
5. Spoon the peaches and juice (or canned peaches, if using) 
over the batter. Sprinkle cinnamon generously over the top.
6. Bake at 350° F degrees for about 38-40 minutes. 
Serve warm, with a scoop of ice cream, if desired.
7. Enjoy!

SUBMITTED BY THE GARZA FAMILY

Peach Cobbler

SWEETS AND TREATS

Locally Owned & Operated

Call Today for a FREE Estimate
253-365-8376

AG Tree
Service

OUR SERVICES
• Tree Removal
• Tree Topping
• Limbing/ Pruning
• Trimming/ Land Clearing

• Hillside Cleanup
• Stump Removal
• Chipping
• Tree Shaping

• Tree Diagnosis
• Planting Trees
• Residential & Commercial
• 24/7 Emergency Service

GENERAL LANDSCAPING
• Concrete Removal/ Pavers/ Patios

• Brick Retaining Walls

• Roof Cleaning

• Power Washing

• New Lawn (Sod or Seed)

• Mowing/ Edging/ Thatching

• Flower Bed Weeding

• Bark/ Mulch/ Top Soil

• Remove Blackberry

• Debris Removal & Hauling

• Sprinkler Repair/ Drainage Systems

• New Fence and Fence Repair

AG Painting
• Interior & Exterior Painting • Prep Work & Masking

• Caulking • Staining Decks & Fences
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PARENTS NAME
Darrell and Wendy Cochran
Siblings Name(s)
Cooper, Cade, Skylar, Decker

WHAT ACTIVITIES 
OR SPORTS DID YOU 
PARTICIPATE WHILE 
 IN SCHOOL?
Yearbook, Discus (track 
and field all four years), 
basketball (9th grade), 
volleyball (9th and 10th), 
UCLA Sports Business Camp, 
two internships with UW’s 
Tyee Club, Ticketing for UW 
football games, volunteering 
with the Humane Society 
and T-town rocks!

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS 
FOR NEXT YEAR?
I am going to Ohio State 
University for business  
and marketing

HOW DO YOU PLAN TO 
SPEND THIS SUMMER 
AFTER GRADUATION?
I am going to work for my 
dad’s firm learning under 
other lawyers and I have 
another internship with UW 
this summer

NAME SOMEONE YOU 
ADMIRE. WHAT MAKES 
THEM SPECIAL AND  
HOW HAVE THEY 
MOTIVATED YOU?
My dad! He has such an 
amazing work ethic and 
protects people who have 
gone through so much

WHAT WILL YOU MISS 
MOST ABOUT HIGH 
SCHOOL OR COLLEGE?
Producing the yearbook  
my senior has been so 
special to me

CLASS OF 2025

QUALITY IN-HOME CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE.

All rights reserved. Senior Helpers locations are independently
owned and operated. ©2023 SH Franchising, LLC.

253.507.4770
seniorhelpers.com/wa/south-tacoma

PEACE OF MIND FOR YOU.

Owned by 
Melissa Brown

Specializing in:
• Alzheimer's &
   Dementia Care
• Parkinson's Care
• Personal Care
• Companion Care
• Respite Care
• Transitional Care
...and more!

Let us ease your 
mind with a 
complimentary 
in-home care 
assessment.

Taylor 
Cochran
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PHASE II, INCPHASE II, INC

Remodeling Specialists Check us out on

Ron Hjelm
253-377-3500

Tara Waits
253-241-9809

Prep Time: 20 min 
Inactive Prep Time: 15 min 
Cook Time: 10 min 
Serves: 6 Servings 
Level: Easy 

INGREDIENTS: 
•	 2 pounds fresh salmon fillets 
•	 Good olive oil 
•	 Freshly ground pepper 

For the Sauce: 
•	 1 cup good mayonnaise 
•	 ¼ cup sour cream 
•	 ¾ tsp white wine vinegar 
•	 12 fresh basil leaves 
•	 ¾ cup chopped fresh dill 
•	 1 ½ tbsp chopped scallions (white and green parts) 
•	 ¼ tsp kosher salt 
•	 ¼ tsp black pepper 
•	 3 tsp capers, drained 

To assemble: 
•	 6 fresh white or brioche rolls (4-in round) 
•	 ¼ pound mesclun mix or fresh basil leaves 

DIRECTIONS: 
1. For the salmon, heat coals in an outdoor grill and brush 
the top of the grill with oil. Rub the outside of the salmon 
with olive oil, salt, and pepper, to taste. Grill for 5 minutes 
on each side, or until the salmon is almost cooked through. 
Remove to a plate and allow it to reset for 15 minutes. 
2. For the sauce, place the mayonnaise, sour cream, 
vinegar, basil, dill, scallions, salt, and pepper in the bowl 
of a food processor fitted with a steel blade. Process until 
combined. Add the capers and pulse 2 or 3 times. 
3. To assemble the sandwiches, slice the rolls in ½ crosswise. 
Spread a tablespoon of sauce on each cut side. On the bottom 
½, place some mesclun salad and then a piece of salmon. Place 
the top of the roll on the salmon and serve immediately. 

SUBMITTED BY RESIDENT KATE READ

GRILLED 
SALMON 

SANDWICHES 

RESIDENT RECIPE
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COLLABORATIVE CARE
YOU CAN TRUST

(253) 983-1114  |  summitvets.com
    @SummitVets  |      @summitvets

2505 S 80th Street, Tacoma, WA 98409

W ith June being National 
Adopt-a-Shelter-Cat Month, 
here’s a few tips regarding 

shelters and adopting/rescuing pets. 
Thank you for considering adoption! 

GOOD TO GO
Adopting a pet from a shelter, rescue 
group, or Humane Society is one way 
to ensure you’re starting off on the 
right paw, or foot! Most pets adopted 
out are  already spayed/neutered, 
microchipped, and up to date on 
their vaccines. Some  even come 
home with their first bag of food, 
toys, or a litterbox setup. Even if 
your  adoption fee is a few hundred 
dollars, this is still a great deal! 

RESCUE VS. ROADKILL 
When you adopt or rescue a 
pet, you’re saving them from a  
dangerous life on the streets! A 
warm bed, routine meals, and  
love and affection  make for a  
much better life than inclement 
weather, no shelter or home,  
and lack of  resources like  
food and water. Adopt and save  
a life! 

SAVE SPACE 
Giving a pet from a shelter a new 
life with you means that’s one more  
space that’s available for another 
pet in need. With most shelters and 
rescues at or  near max capacity, 

making room for more incoming 
animals needing care and  homes 
can be very difficult at times. 

WHERE CAN I ADOPT? 
Here are a few shelter and rescue 
organizations around us if you’re 
interested in adding a new furry 
member to your household: 

•	 The Humane Society for Tacoma 
& Pierce County – Tacoma, WA 

•	 Oakbrook Cat Rescue 
– Lakewood, WA 

•	 Metro Animal Services 
– Puyallup, WA 

•	 Sunny Sky’s Animal Rescue 
– Puyallup, WA 

SUBMITTED BY 
SUMMIT VETERINARY 
REFERRAL CENTER

Adopt A 
Shelter 
Cat Month

PET TIPS
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SUNDAY, JUNE 1 - SATURDAY, JUNE 7 
11:00am - 2:00pm 
Asia Pacific Cultural Center Taste of Asia 
3513 East Portland Avenue Tacoma 
Are you ready to embark on a global flavor adventure? Look 
no further than the Asia Pacific Cultural Center’s (APCC) 
Monthly Taste of Asia 2024 – where food, fun, and cultural 
exploration collide in a culinary extravaganza like no other! 
asiapacificculturalcenter.org/tasteofasia 

TUESDAY, JUNE 3 
8:00am -12:00pm 
Fort Steilacoom Park Bird Walk 
8714 87th Ave SW Lakewood 
Fort Steilacoom Park: Lakewood’s 342 acre park offers a diversity 
of habitat ranging from open meadows, brushy areas, hillsides, 
deciduous groves, coniferous woodland, and Waughop Lake. There 
are numerous foot trails throughout the park making excellent 
access for birding that has included 146 species identified within the 
park. Every season in the park has its birding rewards.

Birders of all ages and skill levels are welcome. Bring 
binoculars and a field guide if you have them. Wear  
footwear and clothing appropriate for the weather.  
tahomabirdalliance.org/bird-walks 

SATURDAY, JUNE 14 
10:00am -12:00pm 
LeMay Monthly Private Garage Tours 
325 152nd Street East Tacoma 
This is a truly unique experience for the gear heads in your life! 
These are the original garages of Harold E. LeMay! It was here 
that he began building space for his growing car collection and 
after a number of years, he completely outgrew it! The LeMay 
Homestead is the private residence of the LeMay Family that is 
only open to the public once a month. Reservations are required 
for this docent-led tour that walks your group through the 

family’s vehicle garages, an old fashion soda shop, and general 
store and Nancy LeMay’s personal doll collection. Mrs. LeMay 
jokingly refers to her home as “as a five-bedroom house with a 
300 car garage!” lemaymarymount.org 

FRIDAY, JUNE 20 
1:30pm - 4:30pm 
June Forterra Friday - Restoration Party! 
12305 Spanaway Loop Rd S, Tacoma 
We’re excited to invite you to volunteer with us at Schibig 
Lakeview Nature Preserve.

Join us on Friday June 20 from 1:30 to 4:30 PM to restore 
essential prairie habitat. You will gain valuable insights into 
ecological restoration and our innovative approach to land 
conservation. We’ll start with a walk of the site and have 
restoration professionals on hand to answer questions about 
plants restoration and Forterra.

What we are doing: We’ll be removing the blackberry and 
other invasive species along Clover Creek to help establish a 
healthy riparian buffer. If there is time and interest we also will 
remove invasive species around the recently planted Garry Oak 
trees. It’s a great opportunity to look for birds give back to the 
community and learn about this special space.  
forterra.org/event/forterra-fridays-jun-2025 

SATURDAY, JUNE 21 
12:00pm - 8:00pm 
Lincoln District Food Walk 
801 S 38th St 
Tacoma’s favorite street food festival is back! Save the date 
for Lincoln District Food Walk! Enjoy food trucks, restaurants 
specials, a michelada beer garden, music, and more! Shop the 
pop-up marketplace curated by Por Vida NW!

Lincoln District Food Walk is an annual street food festival 
celebrating cultural diversity through food, drink and music! RSVP 
today as there are many announcements to come! allevents.in 

LOCAL EVENTS

JUNE 
EVENTS
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Keeping outdoor spaces clean, safe, 
and odor-free is essential
—and that’s where we come in!

Tacoma's trusted pet waste removal service, 
providing reliable, eco-friendly solutions for 
clean yards, parks, and communities.

253.254.4629 • dookysquad.com
Residential Dog Poop Removal • Commercial Pet Waste Management • Yard Deodorization & Sanitation • Pet Waste Station Installation & Maintenance

how St. Clare was the best place to work, with 
the most collaborative atmosphere and staff 
who all looked out for each other. I found this 
to be true when I worked there years ago, and 
it still is to this day.” 

Matt went on to hold such roles as 
Advanced Practice Provider co-director of 
the Franciscan Inpatient Team (FIT), and the 
site medical director and section head for 
hospital medicine at St. Anthony Hospital 
in Gig Harbor. He spent the past five years 
leading VMFH’s Mission Control and Virtual 
Hospital operations, turning them into hubs 
of efficiency and progress. 

With these nearly 20 years in roles 
across VMFH, Metsker, along with Chief 
Medical Officer Dr. Kim Moore and Chief 
Nursing Officer Mimi Johnson, RN, MSN, 
MHA, sees hospital leadership through 
a clinical lens. He has set out to build 
on St. Clare’s long history of serving the 
community, and he continues to enhance 
and modernize the hospital’s offerings to 
best serve Lakewood. 

Metsker and the talented St. Clare team 
have already made great strides over the last 
12 months to meet this goal.

 
EXPANDING SPECIALTY SERVICES 
Building on core inpatient and outpatient 
services, the St. Clare team has made a 
number of enhancements to bring even more 
needed care to the community. For example, 
the team began performing CT calcium 
scoring, which is a valuable study for patients 
with established or suspected heart disease. 

From a young age, Matt Metsker was 
drawn to science. What started as a 

passion for marine biology shifted and a 
career in health care was set into motion 
around his twelfth birthday. He was 
inspired by his father, who transitioned 
from business to become an Emergency 
Medical Technician and firefighter in Gig 
Harbor, the community they called home. 
Following in his father’s footsteps, he too 
wanted to serve his community. 

Fast forward to today, Matt is rounding 
out his first year as president of St. Clare 
Hospital. Yet, his relationship to the hospital 
dates back to nearly 20 years ago when he 
joined Virginia Mason Franciscan Health 
(VMFH) as a hospitalist and completed 
rotations at St. Clare. 

“This is a full circle moment for me,” 
reflects Matt. “The team then talked about 

SUBMITTED BY RESIDENT ANNE LINDQUIST 

Big Changes at St. Clare’s: New 
President, New Energy, New Goals 

AROUND THE TOWN
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The hospital continues to lead regionally in 
outpatient orthopedic surgery, specifically 
robot-assisted total joint replacement. They 
also increased outpatient endoscopy and 
colonoscopy from one day to five days per 
week; and now offers weekend outpatient 
MRI and CT scans for patients, as well as 
continuous renal replacement therapy 
in the critical care unit. In the future, the 
team hopes to explore mammography, 
DEXA scanning for osteoporosis and other 
upgraded MRI services. 

MODERNIZING THE OPERATING  
ROOM, OTHER FACILITY FEATURES  
FOR PATIENTS 
The operating room (OR) has been updated 
from floor to ceiling and is now home to a 
new Mako SmartRobotics system for joint 
replacement. The team will soon have a 
DaVinci soft tissue robot for general, urologic 
and gynecologic surgery. Patients will 
continue to see other hospital upgrades as 
they walk the halls of St. Clare. 

QUALITY AND SAFETY AT THE FOREFRONT 
St. Clare recently earned an “A” grade and was 
recognized as Washington’s only top teaching 
hospital by The Leapfrog Group, a nationally 
renowned quality and safety benchmark. The 
hospital was recently recognized with a five-
start rating from the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services (CMS), and earned the 
Healthgrades Critical Care Excellence Award 
in 2024. Even with continuous high-quality 
marks, the St. Clare team remains dedicated 
to continuous improvement. The team is 
currently using the Virginia Mason Production 
System (VMPS), a model used across VMFH 
and in hospital systems worldwide, to 
evaluate and improve the patient experience 
from pre-operation to recovery, which directly 
ties into the OR modernization underway. 

ONGOING COMMUNITY COMMITMENT 
With a team of nearly 700, St. Clare is a top 
local employer and long-standing community 
partner, supporting such local initiatives as 
the Lake High School Photography Contest, 
Habitat for Humanity Build Day, American 
Heart Association Heart Walk, Communities in 
Schools, Lakewood YMCA, Nourish Repacking 
events, Summer Fest, Farmers Market, 
Chamber of Commerce, Fiesta de la Familia, 
the Lakewood Multicultural Coalition and 
more. In addition, the hospital provides more 
than $2 million in charity care each month. 

“As we look ahead, we are excited to 
continue growing with this community and 
doing what we love: Providing exceptional 
patient care,” said Metsker. 

When Matt isn’t onsite rounding and 
working alongside his team, you can find 
him spending time with his wife and three 
daughters skiing, paddle boarding and 
building elaborate LEGO models, a pastime 
the whole family enjoys. 

VMFH is an integrated health system 
serving the Puget Sound region, including 10 
hospitals and nearly 300 care sites. Founded in 
1891, VMFH embraces its long history of caring 
for the most vulnerable, especially the poor 
and underserved, and meeting the evolving 
healthcare needs of the vibrant, diverse 
communities it serves. Learn more at vmfh.org. 
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WE
CARE!

WE'RE HERE TO SERVE YOU!
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL.

Plumbing        Electrical        Heating        Reliable Service

253-300-1349  |  info@aqualine.us.com  |  aqualine.us.com

This is a current list of business owners and professionals from our neighborhood. It is an opportunity to network, qualify, and potential-
ly build a business relationship with other successful individuals who also live in the Stroll Lakeside community. If you would like to be 

considered for this listing, please email strolllakeside@n2co.com.

RESIDENT  
OWNED BUSINESSES
BellaSmiles Dentistry

Sangeeta Nigam
(253) 845-7645

Belle Petale
Theresa Rao

(206) 351-6380

Better Homes and 
Garden Real Estate

Brooke Beaty
(253) 330-2526

BMW Northwest
Manfred Scharmach

(253) 922-8700

Boo Han Market
Jae Han

(253) 588-7300

Bridges to  
Educational Resources

Pamela M. Lewis-Bridges
(253) 226-4435

Briggs & Briggs
Shawn Briggs

(253) 588-6696

Classy Chassis
Corey Campbell
(253) 284-9274

Connelly Law Offices, PLLC
Jack Connelly

(253) 593-5100

Douglas Gill Jr. & 
Associates, PLLC

Doug Gill
(206) 305-8622

Dupont Realty Group
Penelope Lacy

(253) 964-4400

Eco D.A.S.H Services
Kurt & Janet Spingath

(253) 330-7766

Edward Jones
Michael Batt

(253) 475-1880

Edward Jones
Brandon Arenas
(253) 581-3863

 

First Western Properties
Jeremiah Durr

(253) 471-5506

Interior Concepts 
& Design, Inc
Victoria Clark

(253) 582-5667

JD&Co. INC
Johnny Do

(253) 537-5572

John L Scott, DuPont
Yorleny Clapper
(512) 225-4777

Kimball’s Auto Body
Ron & Gina Eaton
(253) 537-0276

Lakes Body Shop
Ron & Gina Eaton
(253) 584-3749

Lakeside  
Home Professionals

Dave Wheeler
(253) 208-3421

Lakewood Autobody
Linda Mueller

(253) 581-0220

MIchael McNiel
Windermere Real Estate

(253) 279-0072

MMG Speech & 
Language Therapy

Michele Gregg, 
M.S.,CCCSLP

(253) 753-4008

Northwest Lee  
& Associates

Christian Mattson
(206) 773-2679

Penrith Home Loans
Jennifer Pacheco
(253) 330-2129

Pla & Watts Endodontics
Loubna Pla, DDS MSD

(253) 770-1500

Rothbauer Dental
Nancy K Rothbauer DDS

(253) 582-9010

Smith-Western Co.
Kyle Skip Smith
(253) 671-2100

South Sound Magazine
Josh Dunn

(253) 588-5340

Sylvan Learning of Tacoma
Gail Smith

(253) 582-2229

The Floor Trader of Tacoma
Dean Paulson

(253) 476-8000

Thornewood Castle
JB Douglas

(253) 584-4393

UBS
Mickey Portnoy
(253) 428-3970

(360) 451-7161
innout.construction

KITCHEN REMODELS

BATHROOM REMODELS

NEW CONSTRUCTION

We STRIVE for
complete excellence
in our work.
Our team is multi-talented and has
extensive experience with all types
of contracting work.
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Many people not familiar with service clubs might think 
that they only do large projects, such as the children’s 
playground and the pavilion at Fort Steilacoom Park, 

built by the Lakewood Rotary Club. However, that is only half 
the story. Along with our efforts to help low-income students 
get into good universities by awarding scholarships to 10-15 
high school students each year, the Lakewood Rotary also has 
the Little Free Pantry (LFP)! 

During the 2020 pandemic, Lakewood Rotarians Bob 
Zawilski, Rose Stevens, and Sally Porter Smith heard about 
a program called Little Free Pantry that was active in some 
other communities. After some inquiries and investigating, the 
Lakewood Rotary began its own Little Free Pantry program 
with the slogan, “Take What You Need, Give What You Can.” 
The goal was - and remains - to provide 24-7 barrier free access 
to food and hygiene items, such as toothpaste, baby diapers 
and wipes, toothbrushes, etc. These Little Free Pantries are 
accessible 24-7, unlike food banks, but to be clear, they are a 
supplement, not a replacement, to the food banks, which are 
constantly doing a wonderful job. 

At the beginning, several members such as Bob Zawilski, 
Rose Stevens, Barlow Buescher, Greg Horn, Chuck Hellar, Steve 
Mazoff, and others began strategizing how to get this project 
off the ground quickly. One member reached out to his church 
and Little Church on the Prairie became a collection point, 
with its parishioners giving generously. Then an athlete asked 
Crunch Physical Fitness if they would help collect food and 
they graciously and eagerly said yes. So did Lakewood Power 
and Light, which has become a pantry of their own, i.e. people 
bring food to Lakewood Power and others take what they need. 
A few of our members receive donations from organizations 
and individuals that wish to be anonymous. 

Another great active pantry is at the Lakewood YMCA, 
where a lot of food is donated by some members and taken 
by other members in need. We cannot forget the Steilacoom 
Public Works Department which receives food from 
Safeway on a weekly basis to be distributed to Little Free 
Pantry locations. 

Now, what has the Lakewood Rotary itself brought to 
the table? Over time, we have established over 12 Little Free 

SUBMITTED BY RESIDENT CHUCK HELLAR

THE LITTLE  
FREE PANTRY

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

“Take What You Need, 
Give What You Can.”
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Pantries in Steilacoom, Lakewood, Springbrook and Tillicum. A 
couple of them did not last and presently there are 3 pantries 
in Tillicum, 2 in Springbrook, 2 in Lakewood, and 1 at the 
Steilacoom Community Center. We are always looking for new 
locations to expand our reach and better serve the people in 
need in your neighborhood. 

The Lakewood Rotary is very thankful for the contributions 
of the Christ Lutheran Church and its parishioners for their 
overwhelming support of their weekly donations. What a 
great partner. We are also grateful for the partnership with the 
Lakewood Lions Club, which has volunteered to fill the 2 LFP in 
Springbrook for two months each year, May and November.

It is so heartwarming to talk to the recipients of our efforts. 
Comments such as, “Thank you for this food, I do not have a 
can opener and therefore cannot eat some donated food but 
what you provide is wonderful!” or “It is great to see you again, 
and thanks for all you do.” or “Without your help, I am not sure 
how I would be able to feed my children.” It is so gratifying to 
know that our efforts are appreciated. 

We are still looking for places to put up additional pantries. 
Some of the places that need a pantry are the south side of 
Bridgeport Way in Springbrook, along Steilacoom Blvd by Fort 
Steilacoom Park, and near South Tacoma Way between 84th 
and 72nd Streets. 

This is a wonderful activity, and we encourage anyone that is 
interested in helping with it, please contact Bob Zawilski at 
zawilski@comcast.net or 253-389-1516. You may also contact 
any of the following Lakewood Rotarians who are on the Little 
Free Pantry Committee. Rose Stevens, Terry Roarke, Steve 
or Anne Enquist, Teena Hyde, Joel Vranna, Lia Knight, Steve 
Mazoff, John Lowney Mark Blanchard, Barlow Buescher, or 
Chuck Hellar. We hope to hear from you. 

More than Daycare. 

Science-Based Dog Training and 
Dog Day School with Internationally 

Certified Trainers!

253.765.8118 • notredog.com
6036 S Warner St

Tacoma, WA 98409

Private Lessons  •  Day School  •  Classes
Structured Puppy Socialization Sessions

Behavior Consultations

@NotreDogAcademy

• Active Training • Live Webcam
• Daily Pictures • Regular Report Cards
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need to worry about hidden costs or project aspects that you 
don’t understand. And they are mindful of your pocketbook: 
“We will work with any homeowner to find a way to make 
their budget work,” Bill assures. 

Bill started in the industry as a youngster in Spanaway, 
where he grew up. He started framing portables, or portable 
homes, when he was at Spanaway Junior High around the 
year 1990. “After high school, I went directly into the trades 
and eventually found myself working as a superintendent for 
a large home builder,” Bill tells us. “When the housing market 
crashed in 2008, I had a choice to leave what I love doing and 
find something else or try starting my own business.” Guess 
what he chose? “I decided to open my own company.” MB NW 
was born. 

The first few years, expectedly, were spent building 
relationships so that customers would refer MB NW to their 
friends (“We strive for referrals,” is one of their business 
values). “We pride ourselves on our attention to detail, use 
of premium materials, and dedication to meeting our clients’ 
needs. Our mission is to enhance the beauty, functionality, 
and value of your home through our expert services.” They 
consider themselves a family-owned business who work 
hard to fulfill their values of “integrity, transparency, and 
customer satisfaction.” 

Bill has been married to his “amazing” wife Mary for 17 
years. They have two kids, Bill Jr. and Alannah. Bill’s favorite 
activities outside of work are “spending time with the wife and 
kids and watching football.” He has kept his business small so 
that they can continue to give customers that personal touch 
and deliver “quality projects with fair pricing.” If you have a 
home project in mind, Bill advises that you always get at least 
three estimates. Don’t automatically go with the cheapest offer, 
he urges, and “stay away from contractors that have vague 
estimates” because “a vague estimate typically means there are 
hidden costs.” We hear you, Bill, and understand! 

“We were very happy with the job that Master Builders 
did,” comments satisfied client, Marina. “They made sure 
everything was done the right way with all licensing 
approvals, etc…Bill really listened to my vision, and worked 
well with all of my ideas…” Marina was pleased that MB 
NW took no shortcuts and that they were even respectful of 
her choices for sourcing of materials. “We were thoroughly 
impressed with the quality of work,” says Anni. “Bill and his 
crew were easy to work and communicate with. We would 
definitely use them again.” 

If you can dream it, MB NW can build it. They are a premier 
general contractor dedicated to providing exceptional service 
and results. 

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

“I love turning dreams into reality. The feeling you get 
when the project is complete, and the homeowner sees 
their new kitchen, bathroom, home addition, or accessory 
dwelling is priceless.” 

These words from Bill Piltz, owner of Master Builders 
Construction Northwest LLC (MB NW) fill any potential client 
with instant confidence. It’s good to hire someone that loves 
what they do. Bill Piltz is one of those people who has been 
running his own business in the construction industry for over 
a decade. As his business has grown, he has taken special care 
that his (at this time) eight employees “share the same passion 
for construction and making homeowners happy” that he does. 
MB NW operates in Tacoma and the South Puget Sound. They 
specialize in kitchen remodels, bath remodels, home additions, 
“and more.” 

“Quality craftsmanship and customer satisfaction is in our 
DNA,” they say. “We offer a wide range of services from design 
to permitting to building.” MB NW can be your one-stop shop 
for new construction or remodels for one room or for your 
entire home. In addition to that already mentioned, they also 
do garage conversions, accessory dwelling units (or ADUs) – 
separate living quarters that are on the same property as your 
primary home – full home renovations and custom homes 
from start to finish. “We are very flexible when it comes to new 
projects,” Bill says. “We like to work with homeowners to meet 
their vision, with budget in mind.” At MB NW they will provide 
you with very detailed estimates that breakdown labor and 
materials for every aspect of the project” so that there is no 

WRITTEN BY KAI CURRY

Masters 
Builders
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Let Us Floor You. Hardwood - Carpet - Luxury Vinyl Tile - Ceramic - Stone - Laminate & More

 253-588-2104  |  edseldencarpetonelakewood.com
3901 Steilacoom Boulevard SW  |  Lakewood WA 98499

ED SELDEN

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
Bring your spouse, your friends, or come 
solo and join us for a fun evening of cookie 
decorating!

Learn how to decorate your own cookies 
in a relaxed, hands-on class.

No experience needed—just come ready 
to have a good time.

Men are absolutely welcome —this is a 
fun night for everyone to get creative and 
enjoy something sweet.

Hosted by 
Hosted by My Cookie Friend and our 
great sponsor: Ed Selden’s Carpet One 

Spots are limited to 20

Cookie Date Night (and Friends, Too!) 
Thursday, August 14

Save the Date!

NEIGHBOR’S NIGHT OUT

253-414-1987
pnwmodernpestcontrol.com
           @modernpestcontrol

GET A
FREE

QUOTE
TODAY!

Fair Pricing
Integrity
Simple
Convenient
Local
Guaranteed

Fair Pricing
Integrity
Simple
Convenient
Local
Guaranteed

Locally owned and operated family business
Specializing in Ants, Wasp, Rodents, Spiders,
and all things pest control related.
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Doggie daycare,
boarding, bathing,

and retail

your first service or package

253-573-0924
414 Saint Helens Avenue
Tacoma,WA 98402
Monday - Friday 6am - 6:30pm
www.goodkarmapetcare.com

10%

THE LOST GARDEN OF LAKEWOOD 
To cross the iron-and-stone entryway 
to Lakewold Gardens is, in many 
ways, to step through time. The 
grounds look much as they did in 
the mid-twentieth century, thanks to 
the enviable green thumb of then-
resident Eulalie Wagner, who often 

partnered with landscape architect 
Thomas Church. 

But before Mrs. Wagner, another 
family called this place home. And 
before there was Lakewold, there  
was Inglewood. 

What did Inglewood look like? Who 
designed it? And how much of their 

beloved garden still exists, today? The 
answers lay in typed letters, faded 
news clippings, and black-and-white 
photographs from the early 1900s that 
reveal the life and times of another 
Lakewood family: the Alexanders. 

Emma Alexander purchased part of 
the land that would become Lakewold 

SUBMITTED BY RESIDENT 
PHYLLIS GRIGGS

Lakewold Gardens

AROUND THE LAKES

The Alexander family

The original Inglewood gate, which stands today.
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in 1908. By 1914, her family had fully 
immersed in life on Gravelly Lake. 
Many a warm afternoon was spent on 
their boat or in the garden, often in the 
company of their beloved dogs. 

By 1918, Emma’s son H.F. Alexander 
and his wife, Ruth, purchased the 
adjacent 5-acre property—creating the 
10-acre site known today as Lakewold. 
Around this time, the famed Olmsted 
Brothers were commissioned to design 
a neighbor’s garden. It’s unclear if they 
also consulted with Emma. Either way, 
Inglewood earned its share of high 
praise in the papers. 

Save for a few features that remain, 
Inglewood has largely been lost to 
time. The iron-and-stone entryway is 
one lasting trace. Another, the stately 
brick walk. Then, as now, it led from 

the main house to a tea house; though 
today, a newer tea house has replaced 
the original. The latter two features are 
rooted in romance: In 1922, Emma’s 
daughter Dorothy married Joseph L. 
Carmen, Jr., on the property. The bride 
processed down the brick walk to the 
tea house. Both had been constructed 
for their wedding. 

In Emma’s day, the brick walk was 
flanked by elaborate English-style 
borders. Although they bloomed with 
a stunning profusion of mixed annuals 
and perennials, Eulalie Wagner later 
replaced them with boxwood parterres 
due to the constant maintenance they 
required. She is quoted as saying, “I 
spent my youth tying up those phlox.” 

In 1925, the Alexanders sold 
Inglewood to a man named Major 
Everett Griggs, who later passed it down 
to his nephew, Corydon Wagner. It was 
he who married Eulalie. 

So next time you visit Lakewold 
Gardens, remember, it’s not the only 
garden to have occupied this scenic 
site. Before Lakewold, there was 
Inglewood—and if you look closely, you 
can still see a glimpse of its grandeur. 

Emma Alexander and her daughter-in-law, Ruth, ca. 1920

Emma Alexander on the brick walkway
“Nature-loving Tacomans make 

modern Arcady of Gravelly Lake’s 
shores.” -Tacoma Daily Ledger, 1913
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Schedule Your  Complimentary
Consultation Today
253-313-9192
www.myharmonyphotography.com

Official Stroll Photographer

Your images are too
important to be averageDOGGY

P A R A D I S E

Where Happy
Pups Stay

& Play!

Because your dog
deserves nothing less
than paradise!

Overnight Care
Drop-In Daycare
Pet Taxi

707-536-3252

Your family salon for quality 
and a�ordable  haircuts, colors, 
perms, and facial waxing. 

Where you can come to relax, 
be pampered and feel like part 
of the family.

• Highlight/Lowlight

• Fashion Color

• Balayage/Ombre

• Haircuts

• Brazilian Blowout

• Updos/Styles

• Perms

• Facial Waxing

253-426-1020
ShearsToYouWA.com
8221 STEILACOOM BLVD SW 
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AAddrddresesss LisList Pt Pricricee SSale Pale Pricricee Sold DSold Daattee DOMDOM BedsBeds BBaathsths SSqFqFtt SSttaatustus
8918 Eagle Point Loop Rd SW $629,000 86 2 2 1,975 Active
4 Thornewood Lane SW $2,480,000 412 5 4.5 6,489 Active
55 Loch Lane SW $829,950 3 4 2.25 2,542 Pending
13140 Country Club Dr SW #104 $1,950,000 227 2 2.5 2,278 PB
9019 Edgewater Dr SW $795,000 $825,000 03/20/25 11 3 3.5 3,312 Pending
9148 Edgewater dr SW $3,450,000 $2,950,000 01/15/25 0 7 3.75 8,016 Sold - Unlisted
11707 Gravelly Lake Dr SW $1,750,000 $1,750,000 12/26/24 179 6 2.75 6,166 Sold
8508 130th St SW, Lakewood $1,750,000 $1,600,000 12/20/24 59 4 2.25 3,288 Sold
15008 Silcox Dr SW $1,245,000 $1,165,000 09/26/24 134 3 2.75 2,324 Sold
13028 Lake City Blvd SW $1,849,950 $1,832,750 09/05/24 19 4 3.75 4,892 Sold
22 Country Club Dr SW #C $1,588,000 $1,400,000 08/16/24 153 3 2.25 2,220 Sold
29 Country Club Dr SW $2,988,000 $2,650,000 08/16/24 105 5 5.5 8,188 Sold
13140 Country Club Dr SW #503 $1,980,000 $1,980,000 07/12/24 107 2 2.5 2,277 Sold
11316 Greystone Dr SW $1,200,000 $1,200,200 07/11/24 0 3 2.5 2,732 Sold-Unlisted
7115 Interlaaken Dr SW $1,850,000 $1,950,000 05/20/24 5 4 2.25 4,140 Sold
8902 Frances Folsom St SW $2,375,000 $2,375,000 05/29/24 0 5 5 5,802 Sold-Unlisted
11428 Gravelly Lake Dr SW $1,300,000 $1,150,000 05/23/24 57 2 2.5 3,571 Sold
8918 Dolly Madison St SW $1,425,000 $1,346,500 04/26/24 7 3 2.25 1,671 Sold
9828 American Ave SW $1,790,000 $1,700,000 04/25/24 7 3 2.25 1,671 Sold
11419 Gravelly Lake Dr SW $2,850,000 $2,750,000 04/23/24 23 4 4.25 4,846 Sold

206-940-4111
JoeB@JohnLScott.com
JoeB.JohnLScott.com

Nathalie Inks
253.581.1100

nathalie@gracehudtloff.com

Specializing in View and Waterfront Properties

Joe Bauman
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Add beauty to your home!
C U S T O M  PA V E R S  A N D  H A R D S C A P I N G

Let us transform your yard!  Contact 206.579.3581

PA V E R S  ( W A L K W A Y,  PA T I O ,  D R I V E W A Y )  •  R E T A I N I N G  W A L L S
A R T I F I C I A L  T U R F  •  3 D  L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N

(Materials used: Cambridge Park
and Plaza with Charcoal Border)

CERTIFIED
INSTALLER

Wrist & pocket watches
Crystal, stem & crown repair
Battery replacement
Watch band shortening
Cleaning & overhaul

Free Estimates Before You Decide
Offering Walk-In Service – No Appointment Needed

Walk In  |  8639 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma WA 98444
Email  |  info@jdcojewelry.com  Call  |  253.537.5572



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

Jeffery Bradley
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Beverly Grant
ATTORNEY AT LAW

BevGrantLaw.com | WeCare@BevGrantLaw.com

Caring Support | Helpful Service | Direct Communication

Have You Suffered a Personal Injury?

DON'T LET YOUR INJURY TAKE OVER YOUR LIFE!

PUT OUR POWER 
ON YOUR SIDE

REACH OUT 
TODAY

FOR HELP 253-300-0457

Harkness has been locally owned and 
operated by the Harkness Family since 
1920! We look forward to serving you!

Special Offer for New Customers: Ask about FREE Home Delivery!*
*Must mention this coupon from the Stroll Lakeside Publication. Valid on new orders only. Please see Harkness for complete details.

6612 So Tacoma Way  •  (253) 473-1234  •  HarknessFurniture.com

A Publication for the community around 
Gravelly Lake and American Lake, 
including the Tacoma Country &  
Golf Club


