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2026 Wags & Wheels Parade
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800-242-9137 
262-681-3900 
800-288-2020 
800-933-4662 
262-473-4700 

262-635-5600
262-664-6050
262-664-6075 
262-664-6650 
262-664-8100
262-619-4200
262-619-4300
262-752-2500 

We Energies Gas and Electric 
Caledonia Sewer and Water  
AT&T (telephone service)
Spectrum 
John’s Disposal Service

SCHOOLS 
Racine Unified School District
Jerstad-Agerholm Elementary
Jerstad-Agerholm Middle School
Olympia Brown Elementary
The R.E.A.L. School
Case High School
Horlick High School
The Prairie School 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS

911
262-639-3524 
262-554-6699
414-383-2122 
262-637-3529
262-635-7900
262-473-4700
262-636-9181
262-681-9714 
800-222-1222 
262-886-2300
262-636-3822 
262-681-3900 
262-473-4700 

262-687-4011 

911 

WIND POINT NUMBERS 
Emergency
Administrative Office (Village) 
Animal Control
Assessments 
Building/Zoning
Fire Department NonEmergency
Garbage/Recycling
Hazardous Waste
Parks-Shoop Golf Clubhouse
Poison Center
Police Department NonEmergency
Racine Co. Sheriff Department
Sewer 
Waste

HOSPITAL (WITH 24-HOUR EMERGENCY ROOM) 
All Saints-WFH

EMERGENCY 

Gary L. Smith
262-994-5390
gary@StrollWindPoint
magazine.com

LET’S CELEBRATE THE GREAT THINGS HAPPENING 
IN WIND POINT!
This is your neighborhood publication. Please send 
your pictures, stories, suggestions, and requests to 
gary@StrollWindPointmagazine.com

AREA DIRECTOR / 
PUBLISHER 

strollmag.com
Delivering Neighborhood Connections  
© 2026 The N2 Company, Inc.

We’re proud to showcase businesses that share our commitment to 
fostering local connections. When perusing our pages, keep an eye 
out for the “Local Sponsor” icon to identify articles highlighting these 
valuable partners. Please note that businesses profiled may have 
provided free products and / or services for the review.

DISCLAIMER: This publication is also known as Wind Point Living, is owned by The N2 Company, and 
is not affiliated with or sponsored by any club, developer, or homeowners association. Articles and 
advertisements in this publication and opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of 
N2 but remain solely those of the author(s) or advertiser(s). The paid advertisements contained within 
this magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2.

WIND POINT...HERE IS WHY YOU SHOULD GET
YOUR PUPPY FROM PETLAND RACINE

We are family owned
and operated.

We are the most 
regulated place where 
you can get a puppy.

All of our puppies have been 
examined by at least two 
veterinarians prior to arrival.

Being pet lovers ourselves, we understand 
that screening our breeders is of utmost 
importance for healthy puppies.  We only work with 
breeders we have personally visited and each breeder 
has a kennel tour video so you can see where your puppy 
was born and raised.

Adam Berger, O W N E R

Serving 
Racine Since 

1992

Our Professional Team Will Help Match You With The Right 
Pet For Your Personality and Lifestyle

M O N - T U E :  11a-6p  •  W E D - S A T  11a-8p  •  S U N  11a-6p

2310 S. Green Bay Road  •  Racine, WI 52406 
262-315-1014  •  PetlandRacine.com

See Our Breeders!
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ENJOY A GREAT MEAL 
BOTH INDOORS
OR OUTDOORS

REVIEW OUR MENU ON OUR
WEBSITE

DINE WITH A VIEW!
You do not need to be a member to dine

This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine possible. Please 

support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

REALTOR
Becker Stong Real Estate Group

(262) 639-1665
BeckerStongRealEstate 

Group.com

RESTAURANT - BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Douglas Avenue Diner

(262) 681-7819
DouglasAvenueDiner.com

RESTAURANT - BREWPUB
Reefpoint Brew House

(262) 898-7333
ReefpointBrewhouse.com

RESTAURANT / PUB
Nonna’s Pizzeria & Pub

(262) 639-1800

RESTAURANT AND SPORTS BAR
Mario’s Sports Bar & Restaurant

(262) 554-0880
mariossportsbar.com

RESTAURANT/CAFE
Blueberry Hilltop Cafe

(262) 800-1037
blueberryhilltopcafe

RESTAURANT/CARRY-OUT
Buddy’s Sports Grill & 

Mulligan’s Mini Golf
(262) 681-6464

www.RacineMiniGolf.com

RESTAURANT: CASUAL FINE DINING
Culver’s of Caledonia

(262) 583-0041
culvers.com/restaurant//

racine-wi-douglas-ave.com 

RESTORATION SPECIALISTS
Superior 24/7 Restoration

(866) 687-5522
superior247restoration.com

ROOFING/SIDING
Reyes Construction, LLC

(262) 930-5247

SENIOR LIVING AND MEMORY CARE
Parkview Gardens Senior 

Living Community
(262) 898-4000

parkviewsenior.com

SENIOR LIVING CONSULTANT
Assisted Living Locators

(262) 770-6415
AssistedLivingLocators.com 

SENIOR LIVING/REHAB & CARE
St. Monica’s Senior Living

(262) 321-7150
stmonicasseniorliving.com

SEWING MACHINE SALES & SERVICE
Sew ‘N Save of Racine

(262) 554-8708
SewNSaveofRacine.com

SPORTS TEAMS
Kenosha Kingfish Baseball Team

KingfishBaseball.com

VOLUNTEERING/NON-PROFIT
Junior League of Racine

(480) 326-8876
Jlracine.org

WINDOW & DOOR
Ultimate Home Concepts

(262) 637-7221
UltimateHomeConcepts.com

ZOO
Racine Zoo

(262) 636-9291
RacineZoo.org

ACCOUNTING/PAYROLL/TAXES
Accounting, Tax & Financial 

Services, Inc.
(262) 886-1352

atfservicesinc.com

ARTS & CULTURE
Racine Art Museum

RAMart.org

ASPHALT & PAVING
B&G Asphalt Sealcoating

(262) 637-9178
B&GAsphalt.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Pruitt Zabkowicz S.C.

(262) 633-8301
PruittLawOffices.com

AUTO DEALER/AUTO REPAIR
Bohl Automotive
(262) 681-9899

bohlautomotive.com

BAKERY AND GIFTS
O&H Danish Bakery

(262) 704-7000
ohdanishbakery.com

BANKING/LENDING/
FINANCIAL PLANNING
Educators Credit Union

(262) 321-3599
ECU.com

CAMPS, RETREAT CENTER 
AND EVENT VENUE

Siena Retreat Center
(262) 898-2586

sienaretreatcenter.org

CATERING & DELI
Danny’s Meats & Catering

(262) 681-1800
DannysMeats.com

CLEANING SERVICES
Maid In Wisconsin

(262) 634-6445
MaidInWisconsinLLC.com

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
United Way of Racine County

(262) 898-2257
unitedwayracine.org

DENTAL HEALTH
Racine Dental Group

(262) 210-4988
RacineDentalGroup.com

Wind Point Dental - Michael 
Westman, DDS, MS, SC

(262) 639-7000
windpointdental.com

DISABILITY RESOURCES
Aging & Disability Resource 

Center of Racine
(262) 833-8777

ADRC.RacineCounty.com

EDUCATION
Racine Unified School District

(262) 635-5600
rusd.org

ELECTRICIAN
JLT Electric

(262) 620-4349

EYE CARE & EYE WEAR
Warren Eye Care Center

(262) 752-2020
WarrenEyeCareCenter.com

EYEWEAR
Fluegge Optical

(262) 534-6090
www.flueggeoptical.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING
Thrive Wealth Group

(847) 497-0434
ThriveWealthGroup.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Modern Woodmen - Jonathan Nelson

(262) 221-8299
jnelsonfs.com

FIREPLACES/HEARTH
Alaskan Fireplace Company, Inc

(262) 886-8950
AlaskanFireplace.com

FITNESS CLUB
Razor Sharp Fitness

(262) 321-0200
RazorSharpFit.com

FLOORS / CARPET
Carpets Plus Outlet

(262) 883-9494
carpetsplusoutlet.com

FUNERAL/PRE-ARRANGEMENT 
SERVICES

Maresh Meredith & Acklam 
Funeral Home

(262) 634-7888
MeredithFuneralHome.com

Sturino Funeral Home
(262) 632-4479

SturinoFuneralHome.com

GOLF COURSE & RESTAURANT
Meadowbrook Country Club

(262) 898-9900 x4
www.Meadowbrook 

Racine.com

HARDWARE/PAINT/HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kortendick Ace Hardware
(262) 639-4820

KortendickHardware.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Keystone Heating & Air 
Conditioning Company

(262) 554-1080
Keystonehtg.com

HOSPICE
Hospice Alliance
(262) 652-4482

HospiceAlliance.org

IN-HOME CARE
Elite Home Health Care, Inc

(262) 221-1270
EliteHomeAgency.com

INSURANCE AGENCY
State Farm - Brian Ketterer Agency

(262) 631-6100
www.BrianKetterer.us

JEWELRY & DIAMONDS
Rasmussen Diamonds

(262) 884-9474
RasmussenDiamonds.com

JEWELRY - RETAIL, CUSTOM 
DESIGN & REPAIR

Plumb Gold Ltd.
(262) 632-5022
plumbgoldltd.com

LANDSCAPING/LAWN CARE/
LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

Aspen Property Care
(262) 835-2808

AspenPropertyCare.com

JRH Landscaping
(262) 902-0448

jrhlandscapingllc.jobber 
sites.com

LIBRARY
Racine Public Library

(262) 321-9303
RacineLibrary.info

MUSIC & PERFORMANCE
First Presbyterian Church - 

Music & More Concerts
(262) 632-1686

firstpresracine.org

PET BOUTIQUE / GROOMING
Avenue Pet Shoppe

(262) 633-7300
AvenuePetShoppe.net

PETS
Petland Racine
(262) 598-1201

PetlandRacine.com

PHOTOGRAPHER PORTRAITS 
EVENTS BUSINESS

Varitay Studios
(262) 264-6057

varitay.com

PLUMBING AND REMODELING
Building Waters
(262) 989-1001

BuildingWaters.com

Glenn & Natalie Gautsch

262-637-9178

We are your dependable sealcoating service in Wind Point. 

• Residential sealcoating
• Commercial sealcoating
• Hot tar crack �lling
• Striping

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Since 2000
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Tom Rivers, shares his story of creating 
musical albums and how this process 
has been therapeutic and beneficial for 
him in so many ways. Nicole Reid has 
put together an inspirational article 
about Nick Ramsey, who is a local poet 
and musician who has brought the 
community together over the years. 
Resident Nick Comande recaps the 
details of his recent submission to the 
annual RAM Exhibition of the PEEPS® 
Brand Art Exhibition, and shares his 
appreciation of the fierce and creative 
competition. Our business spotlight 
article is about the special 50th golden 
anniversary of Plumb Gold, LTD.

If you have been thinking about 
reaching out to us with your ideas 
for the publication, let’s hear from 
you! Remember, Stroll Wind Point is 
about you and for you. Everyone who 
has participated has shared with me 
that it is a positive experience. There 
are not very many neighborhood 
publications in our area so take 
advantage of your personal community 
magazine. We want to hear from you.

Ok, put down your screens, grab a 
comfortable seat on your couch, and make 
this your time for appointment reading. 
Read Stroll Wind Point from cover to 
cover to give yourself a chance to win the 
monthly crossword puzzle contest which 
is located towards the back of the issue!

I would like to recognize and thank 
the local businesses and organizations 
who have made a conscious decision 
of being a fabric in our community 
by partnering with Stroll Wind Point 
magazine. Please use these businesses 
when you have a need for a product 
or service. Please let them know you 
saw them and all of our business 
partners in Stroll Wind Point.

Congratulations to all of the 
graduates of 2026! 

Let’s have a great June everyone!

Gary L. Smith
Publisher, Stroll Wind Point
262-994-5390
gary@strollwindpointmagazine.com

Saturday, June 27 (6:35 pm) at historic 
Simmons Field in Kenosha. Our special 
limited tickets once again include all-
you-can-eat ballpark food through the 
5th inning and a wristband good for 
three adult beverages, ice cream or kids’ 
games. A fireworks display will take 
place after the ball game. The value 
of our special ticket is $29; however, 
you can pick up these tickets for only 
$19 each at Kortendick Ace Hardware. 
Supplies are limited so do not hesitate.

Save the date for the first ever 
Wind Point Summer Family Fun Day 
on Sunday, August 23 (1pm-4pm) at the 
Wind Point Lighthouse grounds. We 
will have live music, food trucks, kids’ 
games, and various activities for the 
family. There is no cost to attend this 
gathering as the Wind Point Community 
Club and Stroll Wind Point collaborate 
on this special summer event. 

We have another engaging issue for 
you this month. Longtime Village resident, 

Greetings Wind Point!

I hope this finds you doing well as we 
are now officially in summer mode!

First, I would like to share a very 
special honor with you. Recently, 
RAMAC (Racine Area Manufacturers and 
Commerce), which is our Chamber of 
Commerce for the greater Racine area, 
acknowledged and selected yours truly for 
the 2026 Business Leader Award. It is an 
extreme honor as it is acknowledgement 
and recognition that we are locally 
making a positive difference. How 
cool is this? Thank you RAMAC!

As we stay on the topic of trying to 
make a positive difference, I want to 
thank all of the volunteers who came 
out for the 10th annual Wind Point 
Beach Cleanup a number of weeks ago. 
We will have a full follow up and recap 
on this event in next month’s issue.

Remember that our Wind Point Night 
at Kenosha Kingfish is coming up on 

Publisher’s Note

JUNE 2026

FRESH HOMEMADE FOOD THAT BRINGS PEOPLE TOGETHER!

Daily Specials • Pizza • Pasta Dishes • Sandwiches
Fish Fry Friday • Steaks on Saturday • Loyalty Program

Dine In / Carry Out / Banquet Room
262-639-1800 * 3840 Douglas Avenue Racine, WI 53402

Tues & Wed: 3:00pm - 8:00pm, Thurs-Sat: 12:00pm - 8:00pm, Sun: 11:30am - 7:00pm

SamnWillsPizzeria.com

ENJOY A HOMEMADE MEAL WITH THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

NonnasPizzeriaSturtevant.com

NOW
OPEN!



STROLL Wind Point       98       June 2026

PATRIOTIC VILLAGE TRADITIONS

One of the historic traditions in Wind 
Point is the annual Wags & Wheels Parade 
(which was longtime known as the doll 
buggy/bike parade) which takes right 
before the Fourth of July. This year is 
Tuesday, June 30, 2026 (6:30pm). 

Due to construction on Four Mile 
Road, the parade will take place this year 
at the parking lot of The Prairie School. 

Neighbors are invited to showcase 
their patriotic colors as we celebrate the 
250th anniversary of our country. 

Wear your American-themed clothes 
and hats! Decorate your bikes, strollers, 
scooters, and pets in red, white, and 
blue as we enjoy a quick stroll around 
the lot. Bill Reid will serve as our 
celebrity Grand Marshal!

Once we finish the parade, 
participants are welcome to enjoy snacks.

This fun event is brought to you by 
The Wind Point Community Club and 
Stroll Wind Point magazine. 

So we can plan for snacks, please give us a courtesy RSVP at: 
gary@strollwindpointmagazine.com 

Decorate Your Bikes, Wagons, 
and Pets!

2026 Wind 
Point Wags 
& Wheels 

Parade
T U E S .  J U N E 

3 0  ( 6 : 3 0  P M ) 
T H E  P R A I R I E 

S C H O O L 
P A R K I N G 

L O T

You Deserve The Best and We Are 
Only Five Minutes from Wind Point!

Offering Luxury Assisted Living Apartments & State-Of-Art Memory Care Services

To Schedule Your Personal Tour,
Call Anthony at 262-898-4000

5321 Douglas Avenue, Racine, WI 53402

(262) 878-4000  |  Parkviewsenior.com
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Our annual summer tradition continues!

Join us on Saturday, June 27, 2026 at 
Historic Simmons Field in Kenosha for 
another fun get-together with neighbors 
and friends. The Kingfish take on the 
Battle Creek Battle Jacks! 

Our special discount price seats include:
•	 All-you-can-eat ballpark food through 

the fifth inning (burgers, brats, hot dogs, 
cranberry-walnut salad sandwiches, 
potato salad, coleslaw, and chips)

•	 All-you-can-drink soda 
and bottled water

•	 Three special vouchers to be 
used for ice-cold beers, ice cream 
novelty treats, or kids’ games.

•	 A special fireworks show is 
scheduled after the game.

Purchase these special Wind Point 
Night tickets exclusively at Kortendick 
Ace Hardware, 3806 Douglas Avenue. 
Supplies are limited, so do not hesitate. 

We have created some wonderful 
summer memories at this event over 
the years. If you have questions, 
please send us an email at gary@
strollwindpointmagazine.com or call 262-
994-5390 for the latest information about 
2026 Wind Point Day at Kenosha Kingfish!

Play ball!

2026 Wind Point Night at Kenosha Kingfish 
SATURDAY, JUNE 27 (6:35 P.M.)

Tickets available at Kortendick Ace Hardware

YOUR SPECIAL WIND 
POINT NIGHT TICKETS 

ARE ONLY $19!!!! 

That’s Right....$19!!! 

OFFER ENDS JUNE 30, 2026

262-989-1001
buildingwaters.com

2101 Lathrop Avenue • Racine, WI • 53405

We're your ONE 
STOP SHOP, 
BABY, ONE 

STOP SHOP!

Call Your Wind Point Comfort Experts
on These Spring Specials!

$150 off
EV Charging Station 
- keep your electric 

vehicle running 

Get a
$89

air conditioner
tune up and
clean visit
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2026 Wind Point Collections Calendar 
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Once per month you may schedule a bulk or electronics collection. Call Johns Disposal at (262) 473-4700 to schedule a pick up. 
Turn over for additional information about collections. 

Garbage collection is 
every Monday. 

= Recycling collection is 
every other Monday 

= Branch Collection 

 

= Holidays (collection 
   is delayed one day) 

 

        = Yard Waste Collection  

 

 

Superior247Restoration.com

Jessica@Superior247Restoration.com

(866) 687-5522

EXPERT FIRE, WATER, MOLD
& BIOHAZARD DAMAGE 
RESTORATION SERVICES

• Assessment
• Documentation
• Material Removal

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

• 24/7 Assistance
• Efficient & Cost Aware
• Insurance Claims Assistance

• Recurring House Cleaning
  (Weekly & Biweekly services)
• Move In / Move Out Cleaning

PROFESSIONAL HOME 
CLEANING SERVICES:

SignatureCleanHome.com
Jessica@SignatureCleanHome.com

(262) 622-0170

• AirBnB / Short Term
  Rental Resets
• Special Projects

NOW OFFERING TWO VALUABLE SERVICES

BOTH LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Jason & Jessica Mazurkiewicz  
- Wind Point residents
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continue. I bought my first guitar when I 
was 17 and taught myself how to play. 

What instruments do you play? I 
primarily play guitar and harmonica, 
but also a little piano, mandolin, and 
concertina. I have a collection of 
percussion instruments.

Who are some of the musicians that 
influenced you during your youth? Do 
you have some favorites? If so, what 
is it about them that you admire? The 
list is long. I grew up with the Beatles, 
The Doors, The Grateful Dead to name 
a few, and songwriters like Bob Dylan, 
Neil Young, and Cat Stevens. What I 
admire about the groups is the way they 
pushed music in directions it had never 
gone before. What I admire about the 
songwriters is the depth of lyrical content 
in their songs. As an adult I focused on 
traditional Christian hymns and the 
beautiful 4-part harmonies of Southern 
Gospel, along with Bluegrass music. I’ve 
only recently begun to revisit the music of 
my youth.

Did you have a mentor / teacher while 
learning to play?I was self-taught on 
the guitar for most of my life, but two 
years ago I began taking lessons for the 
first time. My teacher is Racine legend 
Gary Ricchio. He has been helping me 
to unlearn the bad habits I collected by 
being my own teacher for so long. He is a 
phenomenal guitarist, entertainer, teacher 
and friend.

Music is definitely a form of 
expression. You have written and 
produced original music. What is 
this process like? What are some of 
the greatest joys and challenges of 
songwriting? I started writing songs as a 
teenager, but those efforts are lost to time. 
As an adult, I was busy being a husband, 
father, business owner, and involved with 
church and homeschooling, and no time 
remained for songwriting. I did manage 
to compose about a dozen children’s 
songs based on Bible characters, but that 
was about it. 

My wife’s unexpected passing 
unlocked something inside me and 
within three weeks of her passing I had 
composed a song called One More Time, 
about the things I wish we could do just 

How long have you lived in Wind Point? 
Where was home before moving to the 
village? I have resided in the Village for 
26 years. My wife and I were born and 
raised in Racine. After marriage, we spent 
a few years living in Racine, Union Grove, 
and Florida before settling in Wind Point 
in 2000.

What do you like about living here? 
Everything about the Village is great. The 
neighbors and people are always friendly 
and welcoming and create a real sense 
of belonging and community. We live 
directly across from the Village Green, so 
it was a fantastic spot to raise a family. 
The quiet village feel, with no sidewalks 
or streetlights is a plus, and walks to the 
Lighthouse, lakefront and the ponds in 
Wind Meadows are unbeatable. 

I was married to my beautiful wife, 
Connie, for 34 years until her passing 
three years ago. We have two children, 
Noah and Hannah, who grew up in the 
Village and have since moved on to adult 
lives elsewhere. They love Wind Point, 
and walks to the Lighthouse are always in 
order when they visit.

When do you recall having an interest 
in music?  I have always been interested 
in music. My dad loved Swing music and 
my Mom was a huge Frank Sinatra fan. 
We sometimes listened to my Dad’s 78rpm 
records of Benny Goodman, Tommy 
Dorsey, Spike Jones and more. As a 
teenager I discovered FM radio and it was 
a real gamechanger for me in developing 
a wide palette of musical tastes. I was 
known among my friends for my 600 plus 
album collection of music ranging from 
60’s and 70’s rock, to jazz, blues, reggae, 
bluegrass, folk and classical. I was an avid 
concert goer in my teens, seeing some 
of the biggest names, in venues ranging 
from night clubs to stadiums.

My wife was an accomplished 
pianist and had an innate ability to sing 
harmony. Connie played in church and 
we sang in church for many years. Our 
children were both classically trained in 
piano and violin. There was always music 
in the house.

Do you remember the first time picking 
up an instrument? I studied piano from 
first through fourth grade but didn’t 

EVER 
WITH ME
BY THOMAS RIVERS RESIDENT OF N. FAIRWAY DRIVE

Tom is often playing 
on his porch across 
the street from 
Village Green.
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once more. After that, the songs began 
flowing out and to date I have written 
over 50 songs about her life, death, 
character, life without her, memories of 
our life together, regrets of the past and 
hopes for the future. Writing through 
overwhelming grief was therapeutic, and 
being able to express in song what I was 
feeling is how I coped with the loss.

Songwriting is hard to explain. Most 
songs just flow organically. Sometimes 
I have a melody and then fit lyrics to it. 
Other times it is just the opposite. Some 
songs take months to complete. Others 
are written in five minutes. I have 
notebooks around the house and car and 
if an idea comes to mind, I write it down, 
or hum the melody into my phone. I’ve 
often gotten out of bed to write down a 
phrase because I know, if I don’t, it will be 
forgotten by morning. Often these phrases 
sit in a notebook for a while until the right 

tune comes along and the song comes into 
being. I try to be keenly observant of the 
world around me, and often, location or 
circumstance will trigger a thought for a 
new song.

I’ve always loved the richness of the 
English language. I have read widely in 
classic literature and poetry, and have 
studied the Bible for 45 years. These 
influences find ways into my songs 
through vocabulary, imagery, metaphor 
and poetical expressions. That, along with 
a willingness to be vulnerable and honest 
hopefully makes my music genuine.

You have recorded and published 
original music. What is that process 
like? I’ve recorded my music to honor 
my wife’s memory, and to make my 
songs available to anyone struggling 
with similar loss, heartache or broken 
relationship. To know you are not alone 

in your grief and that others have faced 
similar trials may be just the blessing you 
need to get through one more day.

I have been blessed with talented 
musicians and artist friends who play 
various instruments on my recordings and 
provide beautiful artwork for the CD’s.

The recording process is fascinating. 
I have a very good friend, Mike Niemiec 
who owns Particles Studio in Waucosta, 
Wisconsin, who is my engineer. We 
gather the musicians and record the basic 
tracks at my house. We don’t all play 
together but record each track separately 
and then digitally mix it all together. 
Mike does all the mixing and mastering 
at his studio and the finished product is 
top quality professional sound. Once the 
album is complete it is distributed to the 
streaming platforms.

I then work with my talented sister-
in-law, Theresa, on the CD layout and 
design artwork and have CDs made for 
distribution. Lastly, I apply to the U.S. 
Copyright Office to copyright the albums. 
They keep a CD copy in The Library of 
Congress.

What is the genre of music that is 
performed by Thomas Rivers and 
Friends? My music is hard to classify. My 
influences range from folk, rock, hymns, 
R and B, Southern Gospel, blues, country, 
bluegrass, pop, Latin; I just call it Mid-
West Indie.

What do you enjoy most about 
performing in front a group of people? 
For me, it’s seeing people smiling, tapping 
their foot or singing along. When I see 
that, I know something is touching the 
listener. My goal is to help the crowd 
forget their problems, the world’s 
troubles, their cares and anxieties and 
enjoy the moment, however briefly. 
I truly believe it is a fulfilling of the 
commandment: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” If I can make a very small part 
of the world a better place, even for a 
short time, it is worth it.

Do you have a favorite song? Too many 
to list, and it changes all the time.

What is the best piece of advice that 
you could give someone who is looking 
to become a musician? Do the things I 
didn’t do, but wish I would have; buy a 

Tom: “My goal is to 
help the crowd forget 
their problems, the 
world’s troubles, their 
cares and anxieties 
and enjoy the moment, 
however briefly.”

quality instrument, find a good teacher, 
practice every day and perform as often 
as possible, even if it is just for family or 
friends. There is a large network of very 
talented local musicians. Get connected 
with them and play as often as possible. 
Performing in public and playing with 
others pushes you to improve much faster 
than playing at home alone.

Is there anything that you would 
like to add? I would like to let people 
know I have CDs available and can be 
contacted at 4rivers@sbcglobal.net and 
that my music is available on all the major 
streaming platforms like Spotify, YouTube, 
Apple Music etc. and can be found by 
searching: Thomas Rivers and Friends.

The first album is: Ever With Me. The 
second album is: The Things I Know Today. 
We are currently working towards a 
summer release of my third album titled: 
Painted On My Mind. Albums four and five 
are being planned.

Finally, I would like to say: I miss you 
Connie and wish you could hear the songs 
I’ve written for you. I love you.

HOME &
OFFICE
CLEANING
SERVICES
· Regular Cleaning
· Deluxe Cleaning
· Moving Cleaning

INSURED & BONDED
ON GOING / ONE TIME SERVICES

Local Family-Owned and Operated

7505 Durand Avenue
Mount Pleasant, WI 53177

(262) 634-6445
MaidInWisconsin.com

CHUCK'S
WINDOW CLEANING

(262)-598-8951 • ChucksWindowCleaningwi.com
info@chuckswindowcleaning wi.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICES

Bright, Clean,
and Streak-Free

Windows
FULLY BONDED AND INSURED 

Enhanced Curb Appeal • Increased Energy E�ciency
Extends Window Life • Saves you Time!
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HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm
Corner of Hwy. 36 & Main St., Waterford, WI 53185
262-534-6090 • www.flueggeoptical.com

Wisconsin's Largest
Independent Optical Store

All lenses are made here as quickly as you need them
Same day service always available

Eyewear only (no exams or contacts)
Same location for 35 years

*25 minutes west of Racine on Hwy 36, Main Street, Waterford, WI

If It Goes On Your Face,
It Should Come From Our Place

WE DO
ROOFING!

• Roo�ng (Residential & Commercial)

• Siding
• Gutters
• So�t & Fascia

Crystal & Daniel Reyes - Local Owners
 3545 Douglas Ave, Racine, WI 53402
reyesconstructionllc11@yahoo.com

CONTRUCTION & REMODELING
REYES

262- 930 - 5247
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Join the 
Wind Point 

Community Club 

The Wind Point Community Club is your 
opportunity to meet your neighbors, make 
new friends, and engage with ideas and fun 
events that bring us all together. Whether if 
you moved to the Village last month or have 
resided here for over 40 years, the group 
would love to hear from you. 

Some of the annual gatherings 
include the annual Easter Egg Hunt, Bike 
Parade (AKA Wags & Wheels ), Village 
Picnic / Family Fun Day, and the annual 
Christmas Wreath Lighting ceremony 
which takes place the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving. What are your ideas?

The Wind Point Community Club 
holds regular meetings throughout 
the year If you are interested to find 
out more information, please email: 
windpointcommunityclub2024@gmail.com

HONORING CECILIA HECK 
Longtime Wind Point resident, Cel 
Heck, was one of the true cornerstones 
and founding members of the Wind 
Point Community Club going back to 
the 1970s. She helped organize holiday 
events, bus trips, shopping trips, cooking 
demonstrations, local dinner dances, 
and bridge get-togethers. Cecilia will be 
remembered for her strength, devotion 
to family, and the dedication of bringing 
people together through love, and of 
course, her famous delicious meals which 
she loved to share. 

Our Legacy Is Creating a 
Personalized, Honorable, 
and Affordable Service 
for Your Loved One

sturinofuneralhome.com

Locally/Family Owned
Continuing a Racine Tradition Since 1897

3014 Northwestern Avenue
Racine, WI 53404

262-632-4479262-633-7300
AvenuePetShoppe.com

Proudly
Locally Owned

WIND POINT'S CHOICE FOR:
• Nutritious Food for Dogs & Cats
• Grooming
• Pet Supplies / Accessories

Esther and her
knowledgeable team
will help you with 

all your pet's needs!

M
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m

 - 
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pm

3222 Washington Ave. Racine, WI 53405

1101 South Airline Road  |  Racine, WI 53406

(262) 637-9371  |  RacineDentalGroup.com

ALL DENTAL SERVICES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

Serving Our Community for Over 50 Years

731 Main Street, Racine, WI 53403  •  262-633-8301  •  pruittlawo�ces.com

Partners for
Personal Service

Y O U R  W I N D  P O I N T

Attorney John P. ZabkowiczAttorney James W. Pruitt Attorney Allison K. Ceille

O�ces now
in Racine,

Kenosha, &
Milwaukee

We o�er legal services in the areas of: Estate Planning, Probate, 

Elder Law, Title 19 Asset Protection, Guardianships, LLC and 

Corporation Set ups, and Real Estate.
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NICK RAMSEY
Community is collaboration

BY NICOLE REID RESIDENT OF WINDRIDGE DRIVE, PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF NICK RAMSEY AND RENE AMADO

contractor—a decision we should all be 
thankful he made.

As an event coordinator, he has 
helped produce hundreds of Grassroots 
Open Mics, over a dozen Origins of Hip-
Hop educational events, the Thoughts for 
Food All Ages Show, and Smörgåsbord at 
6th Street Theatre. But the event that is 
closest to his heart is the upcoming 15th 
Annual Family Reunion Music Festival. 
Always held on the last Saturday in June, 
this year’s event will be June 27 from 
noon until 8pm at his beloved Johnson 
Park. The event started as The Dan Jam 
in honor of his best friend who was 
killed in a car accident. It has evolved 
into a full day of fun for all ages featuring 
live entertainment, copious raffle 
prizes, locally sourced food offerings, 
a watermelon eating contest, a bounce 
house and art projects. Nick says this 
year’s event line up is his best yet and 
includes singer songwriters, soul singers, 
poetry readings, a drum circle and more. 
This is Nick’s favorite event because, “It 
brings so much goodness into one shared 
space.”

Nick Ramsey graciously 
allowed me to interview 
him for this article on one 
condition: that it not be 
all about him—LOL! But 

this is easier than it sounds because Nick 
is all about promoting the local talent pool 
through public events and collaborations. 
He is everywhere. Seemingly. He’s a 
conduit of creativity for our community. 
Here’s a short list of local happenings that 
he’s had a hand in: Family Reunion Music 
Festival, Grassroots Open Mic, Origins of 
Hip-Hop, Smörgåsbord at the 6th Street 
Theatre, Thoughts for Food, Main Gallery 
and ArtRoot.

Nick Ramsey is a poet and a musician. 
His favorite things are nature, art, family 
and community. The majority of the 
events he helps run are free and open to 
the public with only a suggested donation 
taken at the door. As a benefactor, here’s a 
partial list of the beneficiaries that Nick’s 
happenings have fed: Racine County 
Food Bank, Racine Literacy Council, River 
Bend Nature Center, Main Gallery, 6th 

Street Theatre, Racine Arts Council, Racine 
Urban Garden Network (RUGN) and more.

Never shy to take the mic and run 
the show, he insists everything he does 
is for the greater good. Stealing the 
spotlight is never his MO. Like his father, 
a consummate salesman, Nick can talk 
up the positive side of everyone he meets. 
Like his mother, an award-winning 
horticulturalist, his love of nature and 
gardening came early. A Racine native, 
his childhood happy place was Johnson 
Park where he spent many truant days in 
high school fostering an overwhelming 
desire to be outdoors rather than inside 
a linoleum lined classroom. Eventually, 
Nick finished high school and received a 
degree as a physical therapist’s assistant. 
For a few years he worked a regular 
day job while at night he’d work the 
nightclub circuit promoting his music 
and poetry. He likened this time of his life 
to that of Batman and his counterpart, 
Bruce Wayne. After playing both parts 
he decided to quit his day job to become 
a full-time promoter and independent 

One thing about the event that I’ve 
always appreciated is that it is one of the 
first and amongst the very few festivals 
in Racine that is decidedly eco-friendly. 
With the help of our Southeast Gateway 
Group of The Sierra Club and Compost 
Crusaders, they recycle and compost 
nearly everything to be as close to zero 
waste as possible. All beverages sold at the 
event must be in aluminum cans and all 
food is served in compostable containers. 
The event is free and open to the public 
with just a simple request for non-
perishable donations for the food bank. 
The motto for the festival is, “Celebrating 
Life, Togetherness, and a Mutual Love for 
Creative Expression.” Proceeds benefit 
his forthcoming non-profit organization 
and the community gardens run by 
RUGN. Learn more about the festival at 
familypowermusic.com

Nick was our 2014-15 Racine County 
Poet Laureate and in recent years he has 
been a member of the ArtRoot committee 
tasked with reinvigorating Racine through 
the arts. Through ArtRoot, Nick helped 
bring to life a beautiful program called 

Wall Poems. The program was modeled 
after one in Charlotte, NC, where famous 
poets’ words are rebirthed onto public 
murals. However, Nick and the Wall 
Poem committee realized the importance 
and benefit of highlighting local poets 
for the Racine project. In the spirit of 
collaboration, the program pairs local 
verse with visuals created by a student 
from UW-Parkside’s advanced graphic 
design class. Today, eight fantastic murals 
decorate the city, each with a distinctive 
voice and aesthetic. One such Wall Poem 
is found behind the main circulation desk 
at the Racine Public Library.

In 2010, he and a couple of friends 
started hosting Grassroots Open Mic 
sessions in Milwaukee and Racine. The 
events are still going strong 16 years later 
and are currently held at the Spectrum 
School of the Arts at the DeKoven Center 
monthly, every second and fourth 
Wednesday. These events are free and 
open to the public with a non-perishable 
food item or monetary donation for the 
Racine County Food Bank suggested. 

Nick celebrates inclusion, diversity 
and range. He’s had everyone from 
ages 4 to 84 participate in the open mic 
events and the talent has ranged from 
singer/songwriters, poets, dancers and 
comedians to short films and visual arts.

When he was starting out as a 
musician, Nick struggled to find venues 
willing to book him as a hip-hop artist. He 
noted how Racine can have a tendency to 
stick with the status quo and lean heavily 
on cover bands versus taking a chance on 
an artist with original, unfamiliar songs. 
He jokes, “Don’t get me wrong, I like those 
bands too, but how many times can we 
hear Mustang Sally?!?” With persistence 
he’s now seeing a bit more appreciation 
for the singer/songwriter and that could 
be due in part to his Origins of Hip-Hop 
events. He says “We are slowly shifting 
the blueprint.” Origins of Hip-Hop started 
in 2012 and is held the third Saturday of 
every August at Smoke’d on the Water 
down by the harbor. It is a day-long 
educational extravaganza showcasing 
the four elements of hip-hop: breakin’, 

Origins of Hip-Hop Dance Battle

Nick in his element, holding the mic
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passion by introducing them to other 
creatives or by putting them onstage 
when he can. Lastly, I thought of an 
athletic coach recognizing and recruiting 
talent, figuring out the best position for 
them to play and knowing when to bring 
them onto the field. In this scenario, the 
city of Racine is his playing field and the 
athletes are the numerous creative talents 
in the city, young and old.

As Robert Redford once said, “The 
glory of art is that it can not only survive 
change, it can lead it.” Change starts with 
the creative community. Nick Ramsey is 
someone who cares and people who care 
can’t help but dream of a better world. He 
may be a modern-day hippie promoting 
peace, love, and nature, but Nick isn’t 
just a dreamer, he’s a do-er! By sharing 
ideas and connecting people he views 
the future as a world full of possibilities, 
fostering imagination and compassion. 
Or, as Nick himself put it to me, totally 
off the cuff and with poetic flare, “I see 
it, recognize it, respect it and connect it.” 
Well said, Nick. Well said.

graffiti art, DJ-ing and MC-ing. The focus 
is always on themes of peace, love, unity 
and fun. Guest artists show off their 
painting skills on a large free-standing 
wall while smaller boards invite guests 
to make their own mark. Cash prizes 
are given to the best B-boy and B-girl in 
the dance competition. This event is also 
responsible for bringing love into Nick’s 
life as he met his wife, Nicole Sweet, there.

How does Nick pay the bills? He 
is currently contracted through RUSD 
to lead an extended learning program 
called Express It Through Words where 
he teaches creative writing to students 
through fun word games, writing 
prompts, and introductions to inspiring 
people. He then encourages those who 
stand out to express themselves onstage 
at one of his public events. For instance, 
the popular Thoughts For Food music 
fundraiser now also boasts a junior talent 
show held the night before the main 
event. As lead coordinator, this year’s All 
Ages Show highlighted several kids from 
his after school program. Recently, Nick 
has been hired by the city to be the lead 
artist for the creative writing cohort of the 
Main Gallery—a summer program of City 
of Racine’s Parks, Recreation and Cultural 
Services to cultivate the creative side of 
14-17 year olds while introducing them 
to the professional side of the art world. 
Looking ahead, he’s helping to coordinate 
another music event that will be held on 
North Beach this July.

I asked Nick if there was anything on 
the proverbial back burner. The response 
was the only time he put the spotlight 
on himself. As a musician, he has a full 
length album ready to drop called Walk 
in the Sunshine. The title track is a moving 
exploration of loneliness in elders. Nick 
calls his music poetic funk. As a hip-hop 

artist and natural-born poet it is rooted in 
language and paired with easy beats and 
soft electronics. Because Nick is all about 
collaborating, he insists on commissioning 
a visual artist to create an image to 
accompany each of the ten songs on the 
album. He’s more than half-way there but 
it is proving to be a costly venture that 
is delaying the release. You can take a 
listen and contribute to his dream on his 
bandcamp page.

I’ve struggled to find the perfect 
metaphor to describe Nick’s ethos. At first 
I think of an octopus with a minimum 
of eight arms reaching out and feeling 
its way through the community. Nick 
loves meeting people, especially artists, 
entrepreneurs and community leaders. 
Then I pictured a puppeteer pulling the 
strings on a cast of characters but in 
the most benevolent way possible. Nick 
encourages fellow artists to follow their 

A Drum Circle brings everyone together

This year 
marks the 15th 
anniversary 
of the Family 
Reunion Music 
Festival

Young Artists of Racine’s Main Gallery

Young Arya 
Paquin Performs 
at a Grassroots 
Open Mic
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T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  R A M  E X H I B I T I O N  of the 
PEEPS® Brand Art Exhibition was nothing 
short of a great success. There were many 
great displays this year in various forms 
of motif. It would be an understatement 
to say that this year’s entries were nothing 
short of phenomenal. Even my entry 
called Nightpeeps, which I thought was 
unique and original not only did not 
place in the finals, but took 10th place in 
the popular vote. I did not take second, 
third or fourth place.  My entry didn’t 
even get a seat on the bus, and rightly so. 
Even my last year’s 2nd place entry of 12 
Angry Peeps, would have had a difficult 
time placing in this year’s competition.

The other entries that did win were 
most imaginative, creative and well 
deserving of the awards they won. 
While the fine detail I added to Edward 
Hopper’s original Nighthawks painting, 
such as steam coming from the coffee 
cups, sugar in the sugar containers, 
the woman’s lip stick on her cup and 
the tray of glasses being held by the 
hunched over diner worker. (I had to 
come up with something to explain 
his posture) and other fine details that 
were added, I could not compete to the 

After The Peeps 
Were Counted!
BY NICK COMANDE RESIDENT OF 
MAPLEWOOD COURT

other finely handcrafted entries. It is 
OK to lose when you lose to the best.

I don’t know how many people 
in the city and surrounding areas 
were able to visit the RAM Peeps 
Exhibition this year, but it was 
definitely worth the time to go see it.

While going into this year’s 
competition, I did not to expect to 
win anything, but deep down I think 
there was still a little hope I would. 
I will definitely have to up my game 
next year if I submit another entry.

But keeping things in perspective, 
when attempting any goal in life, while 
reaching your destination, remember 
the enjoyment of the journey getting 
there. Sometimes that is just as much 
fun. Building Nightpeeps gave me a 
great deal of enjoyment and sense 
of accomplishment when I finished 
it. So see, I was still a winner.

Also, the official “2026 PEEPle’s Choice 
Award Winner” was the Costello and 
Strickland piece, Peepal Conclave.
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Our Wind Point Garden Club 
is a mixture of seasoned 

and new gardeners and everyone is 
welcome. We are a friendly group who love 

to share our gardening ideas, trials, and triumphs.
If you are interested in improving our community this is 

a great way to get involved. As a reminder, the garden club is 
casual. We encourage both established and beginning gardeners 
to join us for sharing ideas and garden camaraderie. We also 
enjoy breakfast and lunch outings together. 

If you have questions or are interested in becoming a 
member this year, please contact Cheryl Foley at cheryl.foley@
ymail.com or call or text 262-598-6121.

Wind Point 
Garden Club

JOIN US!

We Are Local and Family-Owned with
Deep Ties To Our Racine Community

EVERYTHING FRESH AND
MADE-TO-ORDER

• Dining Room
• Double Drive-Through Service

• Customize Your Order

CONTACT US FOR
YOUR FUNDRAISING

• School Groups
• Sports Teams

• Church Organizations
• Local Events

4542 Douglas Avenue
Racine, WI 53402

262-583-0041 | culvers.com
Monday - Sunday 10:00 am - 10:00 pm

Caring For Your Family
Like Our Family

Furnace • Air Conditioning • Commercial

262-554-1080 • KeystoneHtg.com
2707 Durand Avenue • Racine, WI 53403

Danny's Meats & Catering
Wind Point's Destination for
Party Trays, Party Packs,
and Customized Menus

1317 4 Mile Road ∙ Racine, WI 53402

262-681-1800
dannysmeats.com

IT'S GRADUATION SEASON
Think of Us for All Your Grad Party Needs
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A rbor Day is an annual holiday dedicated to planting, 
nurturing, and celebrating trees. Overall, the day 
provides the goal of encouraging communities to 

improve their environment. The date focuses on the future, 
which includes promoting trees for clean air, shade, and 
ecology. This year, it was observed on Friday, April 24, 2026.

The Village of Wind Point is a designated Tree City USA 
community. This designation highlights the Village’s commitment 
to urban forestry, including maintaining and caring for our public 
trees and holding annual Arbor Day celebrations

This year, the Village planted two new trees. The first tree, a 
Spring Flurry Serviceberry, has now been planted on the west side 
of the Foghorn building on the Lighthouse grounds. The second 
tree, an Ivory Silk Tree Lilac, has been planted on the east side of 
Village Green Park.

WIND POINT 
HONORS ARBOR DAY
New trees planted across the village

Jose Heredia

* Mowing
* Trimming
* Landscape Design
* Great Service

Free Estimates 262-902-0448
JRHLandscapingllc.jobbersites.com

Locally Owned &
Family Operated
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Austin officially bought Plumb Gold 
in November 2015, and then the actual 
building in 2017. He then purchased the 
adjacent building next door in 2019 to 
open Plumb Silver. 

So how did all of this originally 
begin? Austin states, “Judy Olsen was 
my Sunday school teacher back in the 
day, and her daughter and I were the 
same age. Judy recognized that I was 
an artist and enjoyed design. She gave 
me an opportunity to work here which, 
looking back, was truly a watershed, 
life-changing moment. I remember that 
I immediately came into this business 
with a strong passion for it. This is a very 
happy business as we guide people who 
are in some of the best moments of their 
lives. It is an honor to be a small part of 
these moments with our customers. I am 

P lumb Gold has been providing Wind 
Point and the Racine area with 

beautiful, distinctive jewelry since 1976. 
The name Plumb Gold comes from the 
term for pure or calibrated gold which is 
otherwise known as “plumb”. Plumb Gold 
is a full-service jewelry store with ready-
to-wear jewelry, GIA graded diamonds, 
hand-picked colored gemstones, and 
exclusive designer collections. While 
Plumb Gold is best known for custom 
design, the store contains gorgeous items 
in a broad range of styles and price 
points. This year represents a very special 
celebratory 50 year ‘golden’ anniversary 
milestone for the store.

Austin Schultz, the owner of Plumb 
Gold, shares his thoughts on this special 
50-year milestone. He states, “This 
anniversary means a great deal. I have 

spent my entire career in this store. I 
started working here as a teenager in 
2002 while in high school, and interned 
here during college. I earned my Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degree in Metalsmithing 
and Jewelry Design (Miami University of 
Ohio), and then moved back here full time 
in 2009. There is a lot of history here, and 
from someone who has worked here for 
such a long period of time, I understand 
the importance of that history. It is 
important that I honor Judy Olsen, who 
started Plumb Gold; she was not only an 
artist but someone who became a very 
special friend and mentor to me. I think it 
is significant to recognize what we have 
done over these last ten years during my 
personal ownership of the business but 
also to look forward to the future.”

truly grateful for the opportunity that 
Judy provided me. I think that she would 
be very happy to see that her legacy 
continues on, with my own personal 
touches, which have carried us to this 
special 50-year milestone.”

Austin discusses the evolution and 
changes that have taken place over the 
years. “The jewelry industry is a very 
traditional industry. At the same time, I 
always like to say, ‘We honor our history, 
but we do not rely on it.’

All businesses need to keep moving, 
pivoting, and evolving. When the 
pandemic happened, it forced us to make 
some changes and to think about things 
more creatively. For example, we never 
had an E-commerce website before that 
period of time. Kat (Kathryn Klomp), our 
manager who has been here since 2012, 

spearheaded the website project. She and 
the whole team worked on it and they 
were able to get it up and running. It is a 
constant work in progress and has been 
very successful. Many of our customers 
use the website as a wish-listing and pre-
shopping tool.”

Plumb Gold has always focused on 
quality. Austin explains, “We set ourselves 
apart from other jewelers because our 
quality is excellent. One of my favorite 
phrases is ‘Quality is appreciated long 
after price is forgotten.’ We design pieces 
to last a lifetime and then some. We 
also specialize in colored gemstones 
which a lot of jewelers do not. We have 
an expertise in this category and I can 
attribute this valuable knowledge and eye 
for quality to what I learned from Judy. 
We certainly carry diamonds, and they 

are beautiful, and there is a lot out there 
in the jewelry industry. Our jewelry is 
customized, individual, and innovative.”

In addition to consistent quality, the 
customer service offered at Plumb Gold is 
always truly above-and-beyond. Earning 
Trust and developing local relationships 
represent the foundation of success. 
Austin reflects, “It is rewarding to receive 
comments and notes from our customers 
who appreciate our service. For example, 
the other day we found an earring on 
the floor in the store. We looked into 
the database of all our customers and 
were able to pinpoint through the style 
number who had purchased this specific 
earring. We contacted the customer who 
had lost the earring. She was so grateful 
and wrote us a note that said something 
like ‘This level of personalized service is 

Celebrating  
50 Years  

In Our  
Community
Plumb Gold, LTD 322 Main St Racine, 

WI 53403 262-632-5022

Austin purchased the adjacent building next 
door in 2019 to open Plumb Silver.

Quality is appreciated long 
after price is forgotten.
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why you continue to be so successful.’ I 
really appreciate that she took the time 
to understand what we did and put into 
words how much we care about our 
customers. Our goal is to achieve ‘Beyond 
Jewelry’, meaning it is so much more than 
the jewelry piece itself, but also about the 
entire experience.”

Austin credits his professional and 
long tenured team for much of their 
success. “Our team is made up of two GIA 
graduate gemologists, one of whom spent 
years working for Tiffany and Company 
in New York City. We also have three other 
GIA accredited staff. We have goldsmiths, 
graphic artists, designers, and stylists. We 
have varied creative backgrounds but 
all view jewelry through an artistic and 
tasteful eye, and always with an attention 
to beauty, quality, and originality. I am 
so thankful for my entire team; they are 
truly the stars of the show.”

Plumb Gold has always been locally 
owned, and Austin strongly believes 
that part of being local is giving back. “I 
believe it is extremely important to set an 

example of giving back to this community 
which has offered me a career and a 
village of support.” Last year, Austin 
organized a fundraiser for the Racine 
County Food Bank which tied into his 
40th birthday where nearly $12,000 was 
raised.

This year, to honor 50 years of Plumb 
Gold in Racine, Austin has partnered with 
the United Way of Racine County in an 
effort to raise $50,000 for three specific 
organizations which are performing 
transformative work. These include: 
Housing Resources, Inc., Racine / Kenosha 
Vocational Ministry, and NAMI Racine. 
Plumb Gold was proud to launch this 

initiative with a seed gift of $5,000. 
Participants can write a check to United 
Way of Racine County (UWRC) and either 
mail it or drop it off at Plumb Gold or 
UWRC at Domanik Drive. Another option is 
to use the QR code contained in this article.

Austin would like to share this 
message with the Wind Point and greater 
Racine area. “I am very grateful to our 
community for their consistent support. I 
am grateful for our team. This 50th year 
is a wonderful milestone and reason to 
celebrate. We continue to move forward 
and future is bright!”

For more information or upcoming 
special events at Plumb Gold Ltd., please 
visit their website at plumbgoldjewelry.com 
or stop by and visit Austin and his team at 
their beautiful, historic downtown location.

Austin: “I am very grateful to our community for their 
consistent support.  I am grateful for our team.”

Our goal is to achieve 
‘Beyond Jewelry’, 
meaning it is so 
much more than the 
jewelry piece itself, 
but also about the 
entire experience.

Plumb Gold has 
partnered with 
the United Way of 
Racine County in 
an effort to raise 
$50,000.
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MAKE & BAKE

Berry Good 
Mocktails
Beat the summer heat with these 
seasonal faux cocktails. BY CAROLINE EDWARDS

R E F R E S H I N G  M O C K TA I L S  are the perfect, vibrant beverages for 
backyard gatherings, picnics, or simply cooling down on a warm 
afternoon. They taste just as good as they look, especially when you 
feature seasonal berries and fresh herbs.

Here are three simple, hydrating recipes to get your mixology 
started:

• STRAWBERRY BASIL COOLER: Muddle a handful of fresh 
strawberries and 3-4 basil leaves in the bottom of a glass. Fill with 
ice and top with sparkling lemon water. The basil adds a surprising, 
peppery lift to the sweet strawberries. 

• RASPBERRY ROSEMARY FIZZ: In a small saucepan, simmer a 
cup of raspberries, a few sprigs of rosemary, and a splash of water 
until the berries break down. Strain the mixture to create a simple 
syrup. To serve, add a tablespoon of the syrup to a glass filled with 
ice and top with plain sparkling water. 

• BLUEBERRY MINT MOJITO (NO-JITO!): This is a classic 
twist. Muddle fresh mint and blueberries with a teaspoon 
of lime juice. Add crushed ice and top with club soda.

MIXING AND PRESENTATION TIPS: To elevate your mocktail, use 
large ice cubes or frozen fruit instead of small, fast-melting cubes. 
Always "muddle" herbs and fruits gently to release their flavor with-
out making them bitter. Finally, use beautiful glassware and garnish 
generously with fresh herb sprigs or lime wedges for a professional, 
eye-catching finish.

Jo� Us!
�����������������
�����������
�������
��
�	������������

�������������������
�������

��������������������������������� g�d

����������������

��������������������������������
�
� ��������������������
����������
��
� 	�����������������������������������
������������
� ������������
�������
��������
� ������������������������������������������������������

Where
Compassion
meets
Expertise

As a Certified Senior 
Advisor, I guide families 
to find the best care 
solutions with no 
service cost to you. 
I am here to help.

Jennifer Eastman (local owner)

262-289-4020 | jeastman@assistedlivinglocators.com
assistedlivinglocators.com

 

 
SCHEDULE  YOUR

 TOUR  TODAY

Call - 262-321-7151 

3920 N Green Bay Rd. Racine, WI 53404 
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AMBER
AMETHYST

AQUAMARINE
CRYSTAL
DIAMOND
EMERALD
GARNET

HEMATITE
JADE

ONYX
OPAL

PEARL
PERIDOT

RUBY
SAPPHIRE

TANZANITE
TOPAZ

TURQUOISE

WORD SEARCH
Gemstones

S A E P C O G B T O D V W J E  
R Z Q T E A N A Q N A O R A T  
J Z U U R R N Y O N B M P D I  
V N A N A Z I M X L Z T C E T  
F Z E P A M A D K C U U R L A  
O T M N O I A T O U E R Y W M  
D B I J D T T R H T P Q S Y E  
P T D Z E I X X I T B U T A H  
E E E M E R A L D N R O A N E  
L R A E P K I Z N G E I L G H  
O P A L B J F H V M B S K K T  
T S Y H T E M A P Y M E K Q R  
D A S B I R N S B P A O W P S  
A J U M Z O X U H K A D Z X J  
Z L T H G W R B Y V Q S L B Z  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honored to serve 
our friends in 
Wind Point.

803 Main Street Racine, WI 53403
www.meredith funeral home.com

262 634-7888

Maresh-Meredith & Acklam
“A Family Funeral Home”

Providing patients 
with passionate care 

where they feel at ease 
the most. At Home.

We offer in-home 
personal care to 

patients that need 
assistance with daily 

living activities.

Call us today for a free 
in-home assessment!

Phone: (262) 221-1270

829 S. Green Bay Road, Suite 110
Mount Pleasant, WI 53406

EliteHomeAgency.com

Elite Home 
Health Care Inc.
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Lisa Ramirez
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Best Hometown 
Breakfast Favorites

Best Hometown 
Breakfast Favorites

Caring For The Eyes of Wind Point 
* Exams 
* Contacts Lenses 
* Vision Shaping Treatment

1139 Sunnyslope Drive (Suite 203) Mt. Pleasant, WI 53406 
262-752-2020 * warreneyecarecenter.com Dr. John Warren Wind Point resident

What Can I Do About
Summer Allergies?

While we all enjoy the warmer temperatures and green lawns and trees, there is more to summer.
All of those budding trees, bushes, and grasses bring pollen which can create significant issues.

If you are dealing with red, itchy, watering eyes at this time, don't just deal with it. See an eye doctor for relief!

Contact lenses can also become less comfortable during this time too, and there are Rx medications and better 
contact lens designs for people who have allergies and wear contacts.

I can help. Give my office a call!
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The Wind Point Lighthouse Public Tours will take place on the 
following dates:
•	 Sunday, June 7- 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
•	 Sunday, July 5- 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
•	 Sunday, August 2- 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
•	 Sunday, September 6- 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
•	 Sunday, October 4- 9:00 am- 3:00 pm

Tours start every half hour. The cost for tower climbs is $12 for 
adults and $6.00 for children (Ages 6-11). Walk-ups are welcome; 
however, we recommend that you pre-purchase tickets in 
advance to make sure that you secure a spot. Pre-purchase tickets 
can be found on Eventbrite.

If these dates do not work for you, consider setting up a 
private tower climb. Contact the Lighthouse Keepers for any 
questions or for more information at 262-639-3777 or lhkeeper@
windpoint.org.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
If you are interested in getting involved at the lighthouse as a 
volunteer, please contact the Lighthouse Keepers! Extra help 
is needed to coordinate tours – if going up the tower isn’t your 
thing, we also have a need for people at the ground level to greet 
and register guests. Light lunch and refreshments are provided 
on tour dates. Contact 262-639-3777 or lhkeeper@windpoint.org

2026 Lighthouse 
Tower Climb 

Dates
A must on every Wind Pointer’s bucket list!

"Making Perfect 
Connections For 
Over 25 Years"

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL - FAIR PRICES - HONEST - CLEAN WORK

Judy Moras - owner

262-620-4349

JLT ELECTRIC

“JLT Electric did an outstanding job with our 
kitchen, laundry, den, and basement remodel. 

Judy is very thorough, professional, 
and personable!”

Angela W. 
(resident of Lake 
Meadow Drive)

3701 Durand Avenue Ste # 335 Racine, WI 53405 (262) 554-8708
SewNSaveofRacine.com

Presents...
Positive Community Programs

TheTHRIFTShop
1222 Lathrop Avenue

262-637-5450

Your donations are always welcome. 
All proceeds go to 

Racine Lutheran High School.
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DID YOU KNOW? 
Did you know you can sign up for alerts on the Village website? These 
notifications keep you informed about what’s happening in the Village, 
from alerts on what is happening in the Village, and updates to important 
emergency alerts.

You can choose to receive notifications via text, email, or both, making 
it easy to stay connected in the way that works best for you. These are good 
ways to stay up to date on the 4-Mile Road project: by checking the website 
for alerts.

These alerts are especially crucial during emergencies or situations 
that may impact the Village, so don’t miss out. Sign up today and stay in the 
loop! Sign up on the website today at: windpoint.org

KEEP GRASS OFF THE STREET! 
With warmer days and sunshine, lawn mowing season is here. Please 
ensure that when you or a contractor mows your yard, your grass clippings 
go into a bagger system or back into your yard and not into the street.

You may have never thought about it, but grass clippings can act as a 
sheet of ice for cyclists in the middle of the summer. Grass clippings in the 
street provide a slippery surface for bicycle and motorcycle riders, making 
it a riding hazard. Let’s keep our roadways safe for all our riders!

GARLIC MUSTARD INFORMATION 
Garlic mustard is a European woodland plant introduced to North America 
by early settlers. Garlic mustard starts growing earlier in the season than 
native plants in Wisconsin and outcompetes them. It also produces large 
quantities of seed, resulting in it rapidly spreading in wooded areas.

Many of our yards are playing host to garlic mustard. The Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources recommends hand-pulling at or before 
the onset of flowering. You may also try to control infestations with a 1-2% 
active ingredient solution of glyphosate, but beware that this solution 
will kill other plants too. Apply and use the safety measures listed on the 
product label.

To dispose of garlic mustard, place the plants in their own separate 
sealed garbage bags and place them in your regular garbage cart. If you 
have more bags than the cart can fit, you can arrange a special pickup with 
Johns Disposal.

NEED MULCH? 
Residents can request excess wood chips from the branch collection to use 
for landscaping. Requests must now be submitted by completing the form 
at the Village Office. Chips will be delivered after collection in the order they 
were requested (based on availability). Chips cannot be picked up from the 
public works yard.

JUNE 2026
Village News and Notes

SAFETY TIPS FROM 
CHIEF SHARRETT 

HOME SAFETY TIPS
•	 Install lighting, such as motion lights or dusk-to-

dawn detector lights, on your home’s exterior.
•	 Trim shrubbery around your home 

to eliminate hiding places.
•	 Your address should be clearly visible from the 

street for emergency and identification purposes.
•	 Close and lock your garage door when you 

are not nearby. Place valuables stored in the 
garage in a locking device not visible from 
the street when the garage door is open.

•	 Do not leave bikes unattended. Lock 
your bikes, even if you are going to be 
away for only a few moments.

•	 If you sleep on the second floor of 
your home, keep all first-floor doors 
and windows closed and locked.

VEHICLE SAFETY TIPS
•	 Always lock your doors and roll up your 

windows when you leave your car. Make 
sure to take your keys with you.

•	 Do not leave valuables in the car. If you 
must leave possessions in your vehicle, keep 
them out of sight or hidden in the trunk.

•	 Before you get into your car, check 
the backseat and around the car. Lock 
your doors once inside the car.

VACATION TIPS
•	 If you are going out of town, you can 

notify the Wind Point Police Department 
and set up a vacant house watch.

•	 Make sure your home is locked up and secure.
•	 Stop your mail or have family/

friends retrieve it for you.
•	 Set a light on a timer inside your home to 

create the appearance of activity inside.
•	 Exterior motion sensor lighting 

can aid in deterring crime.
•	 Keep valuables away from public 

view through a window, etc.
•	 Do not discuss vacation plans in 

public or on social media.

(262) 883-9494
1241 22nd Avenue, Kenosha, WI 53140

carpetsplusoutlet.com

∙ IN-HOME DESIGN CONSULTATION SERVICES
∙ FREE ESTIMATES

∙ FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1997

CARPET ∙ HARDWOOD ∙ LAMINATE
TILE ∙ LUXURY VINYL 

V I S I T  O U R  L A R G E  S H OW R O O M !

Financing

Available

We Can Create...
A Refreshing and Spacious

Feel in Your Home!

The Home of Red Carpet Service!



STROLL Wind Point       4544       June 2026

SAVE THE DATE

Mark your calendars for the first 
summer Wind Point Family Fun 
Day! This will take place at the 

lighthouse grounds on Sunday, August 23, 
2026, from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.

We will have live music performed 
by The Kal Bergendahl Project (KBP), 
who played in Wind Point last summer 
at Village Green. KBP is a six-piece 
instrumental jazz-funk band. Groove 
and melodic hooks are weaved in their 
deeply focused musical landscape 
of Jazz-Funk, R&B and Soul.

We will also have food trucks 
on site as well as a bouncy house, 
and various yard games. 

Face painting and balloon animals 
will be offered, and plan to have 
an educational animal encounter 
with our friends at Racine Zoo..

If you would like to assist, please email 
the Wind Point Community Club at: 
windpointcommunityclub2024@
gmail.com

Wind Point Family Fun Day!
Sunday, August 23 2026 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Accoun�ng, Tax & Financial Services, Inc.

Tax Prepara�on for Individuals and Businesses
Payroll,  Bookkeeping, and Tax Planning

Jennifer Cuccia-Grays, EA
Federally Licensed Tax Prac��oner

829 S. Green Bay Road, Suite 105
Mount Pleasant, WI 53406

(262) 886-1352
a�servicesinc.com
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Officers Association Distinguished 
Budget Award not once, but two years 
running, affirmed that our team was 
bringing real attention and discipline 
to how we managed public dollars.

Becoming a Tree City USA Community 
was another proud moment, one that 
speaks to Wind Point’s character as a 
place that values its natural surroundings. 
So, when the May 2025 wind storm 
hit, securing natural disaster aid for 
residents reminded me why this work 
matters: when people are vulnerable, 
local government either shows up or it 
doesn’t. We showed up, worked as a team 
with other communities, while saving 
the community money at the same time.

Updating the village’s Outdoor 
Recreation Plan and launching a 
new village website may sound like 
administrative housekeeping, but 
both represent something bigger, a 
commitment to modernizing how 
Wind Point serves and communicates 
with its residents for years to come.

Leadership in a small community 
strip away a lot of the noise that can 
distort priorities elsewhere. You learn 
to listen differently. A question after a 
board meeting carries the same weight 
as a formal public comment, sometimes 
more. I leave Wind Point a sharper 
administrator and a more grounded 
public servant because of that.

The relationships I’ve built with 
board members and staff are ones I 
genuinely treasure. These are people 
who care deeply about where they 
live and work, and serving alongside 
them has been a privilege and 
opportunity I will never forget.

The values I honed in Wind Point 
such as fiscal discipline, community 
engagement, and transparent 
governance, will always help me.

Wind Point is in good hands. The 
board is strong, the staff is capable, and 
the community’s foundation is solid. 
My time here has reminded me so 
many times why I chose public service 
in the first place. I am sad to leave the 
people I’ve met, and I’m grateful for 
every moment of this experience.

Best,

Travis

personal, and the community holds you 
accountable in a way that makes you 
better at your job. It really touched me in 
the moments I met with members of the 
public. Through this process, I have met 
so many remarkable and skilled people.

In just under two years, we 
accomplished more than I anticipated 
when I walked through the door. Rolling 
out the Four Mile Road construction 
project was a complex undertaking that 
required careful coordination, community 
patience, and long-range planning. To 
see it come together is deeply gratifying. 
Earning the Government Finance 

When I first arrived in Wind Point 
in May 2024, I didn’t fully know 

what to expect. This quickly became 
one of the most meaningful and first 
administration experiences in my career.

Wind Point has a remarkable civic 
identity. Residents are engaged, the board 
is thoughtful, and the staff is genuinely 
dedicated to the people they serve. What 
surprised me most was how much weight 
each decision carries in a community 
of this size. Every budget line, every 
infrastructure project, every meeting, 
every email, every conversation with 
the public, every policy discussion is 

Final Reflections
BY TRAVIS WELLS 

Book Your Next Party,
Reception, or

Fundraiser With Us!

ENJOY OUR
HOMEMADE:
• Pizzas • Burgers
• Bomber Sandwiches
• Salads • Soups

LARGE GLUTEN
FREE MENU:
• Appetizers
• Pizza (dough)
• Sandwiches (buns) “Locally Owned”

2322 Lathrop Avenue
Racine, WI 53405

262-554-0880
mariositaliatnsportbar.net

KITCHEN
OPENS:

Wed - Sun @ 11 am
Mon - Tues @ 3 pm

Mario's...where 
you are family.

5913 Douglas Avenue  |  Racine, WI 53402

Check Out Our
Current Auto Listings at:
BohlAutoSales.com
(262) 681-9899

SINCE 1997

Andy Bohl

KEEP COOL
THIS SUMMER!

We Offer Complete Air Conditioning Service
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Your trusted &
professional landscaping 

choice for Wind Point 
for over 30 years

Licensed, Insured,
& Certified

Steve Martin

now is your time to think big!now is your time to think big!

262-835-2808  |  aspenpropertycare.com  |  info@aspenpropertycare.com

Make 2026 Your Year!

All of the answers to these clues are found within the pages of 
your personal June 2026 issue of Stroll Wind Point. We encourage 
you to enjoy a slice of your favorite kringle while you work 
through the fun clues for a truly sweet experience. Your special 
Wind Point “Crossword and a Kringle” is sponsored by your 
locally owned O&H Danish Bakery.

The first one to complete a puzzle and email the image to 
gary@strollwindpointmagazine.com will receive a $25 gift card 
to REEFPOINT BREW HOUSE! 

ACROSS 
4. A Spring Flurry ______ was planted by the Fog Horn Building
5. The local owner of Plumb Gold. LTD
8. The 2026 “Peeple’s” Choice Award Winner: Peepal _____

DOWN 
1. He is a poet and musician
2. Purchase your Wind Point Kingfish tickets here
3. The theme of this month’s Word Search
6. Wind Point “Wags & _____” Parade is June 30
7. Thomas’s third album is titled: ______ On My Mind 
9. Contact ______ about the Wind Point Garden Club

JUNE 2026
Wind Point Crossword Puzzle
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AAddrddresesss NeigNeighborhoodhborhood LisList Pt Pricricee SSale Pale Pricricee BedsBeds BBaathsths SSqFqFtt SSttaatustus
130 Lamplighter Lane Single Family $989,900 5 6.5 6,430 Active

7 Sprucewood Court Single Family $600,000 4 3.5 3,266 Active

78 Woodfield Court Condominium $369,900 3 3.5 2,315 Active w/offer

5022 Valley Trail Single Family $479,000 3 1.5 2,148 Active w/offer

10 Lamplighter Lane Single Family $799,900 4 2.5 3,782 Active w/offer

4590 James Avenue Single Family $349,000 $375,000 3 2 2,690 Sold

1 Birchwood Court Single Family $389,000 $370,000 4 2.5 2,582 Sold

Source: Multiple Listing Service (as of: 4/30/2026)

BeckerStongRealEstateGroup.com • 262-639-1665
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RESIDENTIAL  |  COMMERCIAL  |  LEASING

Kristina Beier
262-930-1699

Jenny Gilbert
630-815-5661

Meredith Orth
773-220-5344

Matt Stong
414-551-1828

Rosa Stong
414-704-3222

Faye Becker
262-989-4877

Mary Pucci
262-497-4282

VINYL & WOOD WINDOWS · INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DOORS
 HOME SIDING SERVICES · GUTTER INSTALLATION

V I S I T  O U R  S H O W R O O M
(262) 637-7221 · ultimatehomeconcepts.com

2923 Taylor Avenue · Racine, WI 53405

John Hydusek
OWNER

"It is important to take the 
time to investigate, research, 
and remain thorough on your 
home improvement projects.  
You will save  yourself stress, 
money, and feel great about 

the quality of the job."

- John

W I N D  P O I N T  N E I G H B O R S  
K N O W  T O  T R U S T  T H E I R  H O M E S  

I N  O U R  E X P E R T  H A N D S

W I N D  P O I N T  N E I G H B O R S  
K N O W  T O  T R U S T  T H E I R  H O M E S  

I N  O U R  E X P E R T  H A N D S



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

322 MAIN ST. DOWNTOWN RACINE WI  • 262-632-5022 • PLUMBGOLDJEWELRY.COM

Dr. Michael Westman
• Wind Point Resident

Kristi Blumm, RDH
• O�ce Manager

YOUR TRUSTED WIND POINT NEIGHBOR

4944 Charles St. Racine, WI 53402 / call or text 262.639.7000 / windpointdental.com

WIND POINT DENTAL
Michael Westman, DDS, MS, SC
Comprehensive Care For the Entire Family

• IMPLANTS, DENTURES, SAME-DAY CROWNS

• ALIGNMENT OF TEETH, TMJs, MUSCLES

• SEDATION AVAILABLE

• EMERGENCY WELCOME, INCLUDING
   DENTURE REPAIRS

Personalized Non-Corporatized Care
Prosthodontist and Dental Laboratory in O�ce

A Publication for the Residents  
of Wind Point


